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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1956. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Port  Talbot. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  duty  and  privilege  to  present  for  your  consideration 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1956.  The 
report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the 
Minister  of  Health  as  contained  in  Circular  19/56  (Wales)  from  the 
Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

In  the  section  dealing  with  Vital  Statistics  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  Birth  Rate  continues  to  be  higher  than  the  national  average 
whilst  the  Death  Rate  compares  favourably  with  the  figure  for  the 
country  as  a whole. 

A subject  that  has  received  much  publicity  recently  has  been 
smoking  and  its  relationship  to  Cancer  of  the  lung.  During  past 
years  Port  Talbot  has  seen  a steep  rise  in  the  certification  of  death 
as  being  due  to  lung  cancer,  the  majority  of  these  being  amongst 
males.  Whilst  there  was  a slight  drop  in  the  lung  cancer  deaths 
during  1956,  the  position  requires  careful  assessment  and  surveill- 
ance. That  carcinogenic  (cancer  stimulating)  substances  occur  in 
tobacco  smoke  is  not  in  doubt  and  that  more  heavy  smokers — 
particularly  of  cigarettes — than  of  non-smokers  die  of  lung  cancer 
has  been  statistically  proved.  It  is,  therefore,  for  us  to  point  out 
these  facts  to  the  rising  generation,  and  for  them  to  decide  what 
course  of  action  to  adopt. 

Smoking  starts  insidiously — as  an  experiment,  as  an  act  of 
bravado,  as  an  attempt  in  the  young  to  prove  to  themselves  and 
their  friends  a maturity  beyond  their  years,  as  a “social”  act.  Soon 
the  surreptitious  drags  become  open  smoking.  Boys  and  girls 
attend  school  with  heavily  stained  fingers  and  varying  degrees  of 
breathlessness  on  exertion. 

Whilst  there  may  be  danger  to  the  non-inhalers,  this  is  multi- 
plied greatly  in  the  case  of  the  inhaler  who  draws  the  tobacco 
combustion  products  deep  into  his  lungs. 
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Once  started,  the  habit  is  difficult  to  end.  Yet  the  statistics 
show  that  the  risk  of  dying  of  lung  cancer  may  be  reduced  by  giving 
up  the  habit. 


Better,  therefore,  not  to  start  a habit  the  reward  of  which  is 
slight  compared  with  its  cost,  be  that  pecuniary  or  in  terms  of 
health. 


During  the  year  a falling  off  in  the  rate  of  house  construction 
was  seen.  Whilst  the  national  need  may  be  easing  off  and  whilst 
even  in  Port  Talbot  there  may  be  many  houses  but  sparsely  habited 
there  yet  remains  on  the  Corporation’s  waiting  lists  a great  many 
cases  of  real  hardship.  The  Borough  is  geared  to  a vast  industrial 
machine  that  must  be  manned  night  and  day.  A high  proportion 
of  the  Council’s  tenants  sublet  (a)  to  meet  the  re-housing  need  and 
(b)  to  supplement  incomes  to  meet  rentals,  hire  purchase  instal- 
ments, be  they  for  essentials  or  luxuries. 


The  year  under  review  was  a relatively  wet  one  with  no  pro- 
longed periods  of  drought.  This  saved  the  Water  Department 
the  embarrassment  of  shutting  off  supplies  though  careful  juggling 
with  pressures  became  necessary  during  peak  draw-offs.  The 
introduction  of  an  emergency  supply  from  Cwm  Philip  served  to 
tide  the  Borough  over  its  difficulties.  It  must,  however,  be  re- 
peated that  the  present  arrangements  are  quite  inadequate  to  meet 
developments,  both  industrial  and  domestic. 


The  disposal  of  refuse  undertaken  by  the  Corporation  at  the 
tip  in  Baglan  has  been  discontinued  and  the  site  is  now  covered, 
soiled  and  seeded.  Land  that  was  previously  water-logged  and 
boggy  has  been  re-claimed  and  is  now  being  developed  as  playing 
fields. 


Legislation  dealing  with  the  provision  of  covered  dustbins  was 
adopted.  The  sight  of  paint  drums,  tin  baths,  wet  and  soggy  card- 
board boxes  no  longer  offend  the  eye  on  collection  days.  The 
maintenance  and  improvement  of  this  position  is  important  and  is 
being  undertaken  with  enthusiasm  by  the  Cleansing  section  of  the 
Borough  Engineer’s  Department. 


In  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  section  of  this  Report 
detailed  consideration  is  given  to  the  hygiene  of  meat  and  food,  and 
the  inspections  carried  out  to  maintain  and  improve  the  high 
standards  already  attained  in  the  Borough. 
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The  work  of  housing  inspection  and  preparation  of  the 
schedules  for  slum  clearance  has  gone  on  apace.  It  is,  however, 
regrettable  that  certain  condemned  properties  and  the  squatters 
camp  in  Baglan  continue  to  be  occupied.  No  effort  should  be 
spared  to  vacate  these  sites,  the  structures  thereon  having  long  out- 
lived their  habitability  and  usefulness. 

1 am  pleased  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  unfailing  co- 
operation and  support  of  the  members  of  Council  and  of  my 
colleagues  in  all  departments  during  the  year.  Our  united  aim  is 
to  safeguard  the  health,  improve  the  living  conditions  and  services 
provided  for  the  welfare  of  the  community  we  serve. 

1 am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  J.  WILLIAMS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR, 

1956. 


Area  of  Borough  (inclusive  of  foreshore)  25,648  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimated  mid- 
year, 1956)  47,130  ^ 

Rateable  value  at  31st  March,  1956  £346,384 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  for  year  ended  31st  March, 

1956  £1,321 

Rainfall  in  inches  at  Town  Centre  35.61 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  14,911 

Number  of  Houses  erected  in  1956  353 

(i)  By  Local  Authority  287 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  66 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  Corporation  Mains 

Water  Supply  14,866 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  standpipes  45 

Average  daily  consumption  of  water  per  person  in 

gallons  29 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births. 

Births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  445  417  862 

Illegitimate  5 16  21 

Total  number  of  live  births  450  433  883 

Crude  Adjusted 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  18.74  18.18 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 15.60  — 

Still  Births. 


Births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  11  13  24 

Illegitimate  1 1 2 

Total  number  of  stillbirths  12  14  26 


The  following  table  is  of  interest : — 

Number  of  live  births  at  home  in  the  Borough  403 

Number  of  live  births  (Port  Talbot  mothers)  at  Neath 
General  Hospital  416 

Number  of  live  births  (Port  Talbot  mothers)  at  Bridgend 
General  and  other  hospitals  64 

Of  all  live  births  54%  occurred  in  hospital.  In  1955  the  per- 
centage births  in  hospital  was  58  and  in  1954,  66. 

During  the  past  three  years  there  has  been  a progressive  re- 
duction in  the  percentage  of  hospital  births.  The  number  of 
hospital  beds  available  remain  approximately  the  same  (with  a 
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certain  reduction  at  Bridgend  to  avoid  overcrowding),  but  the  total 
number  of  births  have  increased. 

In  the  past,  when  living  conditions  were  difficult  and  the 
amenities  limited,  hospitalisation  was  desirable.  Today,  however, 
improved  living  conditions  and  amenities  make  normal  confine- 
ments m the  homes  both  practical  and  desirable.  Hospital  beds 
are  thus  made  available  for  the  obstetric  abnormalities,  the 
toxaemias,  the  tuberculous  mothers  and  those  whose  living  condi- 
tions continue  to  be  unsuitable  for  home  confinements. 

In  my  capacity  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the  County 
Council  the  onus  of  selection  of  mothers  for  non-emergency  hospital 
confinement  falls  upon  me.  1 find  today  that  in  their  applications 
for  hospital  beds  fewer  and  fewer  mothers  give  living  conditions, 
overcrowding,  lack  of  amenities,  etc.,  as  their  supporting  reasons 
but  more  and  more,  the  absence  of  relatives  and  friends  to  assist  in 
the  home  during  confinement  and  puerperium.  This  is  borne  out 
by  the  increasing  use  made  of  the  County  Council’s  Home  Help 
Service  by  maternity  cases. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  area  (Male  296, 


Female  200)  496 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 

Crude,  10.52  Adjusted  13.57 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  Crude  11.7 


The  death  rate  for  the  past  nine  years  is  summarised  below: — 


1955  1954  1953  1952  1951  1950 

10.95  9.97  11.09  9.57  12.39  11.7 

1949  1948 

11.3  10.5 

1947 

12.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal 

causes  during  1956. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Neonatal  Deaths — 18.  Neonatal  Death  rate  per 
births — 20.39. 

1,000  Live 

Cause  of  Death 

First  24 
hours  of  life 

One  day — 
One  month 

Prematurity  5 

Spina  Bifida  — 

Congenital  Atelectasis  1 

Oesophageal  Atresia  — 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  — 

Respiratory  Failure  1 

Pneumonitis  — 

Peritonitis  — 


4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY.— Continued. 

First  24  One  day — 
Cause  of  Death  hours  of  life  One  montli 


Electrolytic  Imbalance  — 1 

Broncho  Pneumonia  — 1 


Total  7 11 

Deaths  during  one  month  to  one  year  of  age — 7. 

Broncho  Pneumonia  2 

Acute  Bronchiolitis  1 

Infantile  Convulsions  1 

Oesophageal  Atresia  1 

Spina  Bifida  1 

Meningitis  and  Hydrocephalus  1 


Total  7 


From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  25  infants  failed  to  reach 
their  first  birthday.  This  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  28.31 
per  1,000  live  births.  That  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
during  the  same  period  was  23.8. 

For  comparison  purposes  I append  below  the  Infant  Mortality 
rate  for  the  Borough  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 

1956  1955  1954  l953  1952  1951  l950  1949  1948  1947 

28.31  34.21  22.78  19.4  29.06  30.6  33.8  54.8  35  40 


There  was  an  improvement  in  the  Infant  Mortality  figures 
during  1956.  Again  the  highest  death  rate  occurred  during  the 
first  month  of  life,  prematurity  being  given  as  the  main  cause. 

Deaths  (all  Ages). 

The  main  causes  of  death  in  the  Borough  during  1956  were: — 


1.  Cardiovascular  conditions  189 

2.  Cancers  of  various  kinds  72 

3.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  57 

4.  Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  and 

Cancer)  56 

5.  Tuberculosis  8 

6.  Accidents  21 


There  were  14  deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  12  amongst 
males  and  2 amongst  females. 

This  compares  with:^ — 19  deaths  (18  males,  1 female)  in  1955. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  deaths  from  cardiovascular 
conditions,  seventy-four  were  attributed  to  coronary  disease.  Fifty- 
one  men  and  twenty-three  women  died  of  coronary  disease,  this 
giving  a proportion  of  a little  over  two  to  one  male  against  female 
deaths  in  this  class.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  also  seventy- 
four  deaths  from  coronary  disease,  fifty-four  being  males  and 
twenty  being  females. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  DURING  1956 

as  recorded  by  the  Registrar  General. 


1 

2 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

Tuberculosis,  other  

M 

7 ... 

F 

1 

3 

Syphilitic  disease  

4 

Diphtheria  

5 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

6 

Meningococcal  infections  

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

8 

Measles  

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  



....  1 

10 

Cancer  of  stomach  

12  .. 

....  5 

11 

Cancer  of  lung  

12  .. 

....  2 

12 

Cancer  of  breast  

7 

13 

Cancer  of  uterus  

1 

14 

Other  forms  of  cancer  

15  .. 

....  17 

15 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

1 .. 

....  — 

16 

Diabetes  

2 .. 

2 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  systems  

26  .. 

....  31 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

51  .. 

....  23 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

4 .. 

10 

20 

Other  heart  disease  

39  .. 

....  37 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

17  .. 

....  8 

22 

23 

InfliiPTiTJ^  

2 .. 



Pneumonia  

7 .. 

....  7 

24 

Bronchitis  

27  .. 

8 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 .. 

....  2 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

7 .. 

....  2 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 .. 

— 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

4 .. 

5 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  



30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

8 . 

4 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

20  . 

26 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 . 



34 

All  other  accidents  

16  . 

35 

36 

4 . 

. 

OUIC'ICIC' 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  CO  UNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1956. 


Estimated 

Population 

1956 

Number 

of 

Births 

Births 

■Hate  per  1,000 
Population 

Crude  Adjusted 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

Crude  Adjusted 

Infant 

Deaths 

under 

1 Year 

Mortality 

Rate  per 
1000  Live 
Births 

Neo-natal  Mortality 

Deaths  Rate  per 

under  1000  Live 

4 weeks  Births 

England  & Wales  

Adminisb'ative  County  

738,000  

. 11,629  . 

15.60  

15.76  

..  15.60  . 

9,053  ... 

11.7  

12.27 

13.99  ... 

352 

23.8  ... 

30  27  . 

...  20.29 
...  19.13 
...  23.57 

Urban  Districts  

534,500  

,.  8,574  .. 

16.04  

..  15.88  .. 

......  6,533  ... 

12.22  

..  14.05  ... 

257 

29.97  .... 

...  164 

Rural  Districts  

203,500  

,.  3,055  .. 

15.01  

..  15.31  .. 

2,520  ... 

12.38  

..  13.49  ... 

95 

31.10  ... 

72  

He-alth  Division. 

Constituent  Distmcts. 

Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash — 

Aberdare  Urban  

40,240  

563  .. 

13.99  

..  14.55  ... 

622  .... 

....  15.46  

..  15.61  .... 

16 

28.42  .... 

13 

9.R  nq 

Mountain  Ash  Urban  

30,670  

462  .. 

15.06  

..  14.91  ... 

390  .... 

....  12.72  

..  15.39  .... 

12 

25.97  .... 

....  8 

..  17.32 

Caerphilly  and  Gelligaer — 

Caerpliilly  Urban  

37,110  

764  .. 

20.59  

..  19.56  ... 

407  .... 

....  10.97  

..  14.70  .... 

....  21 

27.49  .... 

12  

..  15  71 

Gelligaer  Urban  

36,210  

644  .. 

17.79  

..  18.32  ... 

422  .... 

....  11.65  

..  14.68  .... 

....  31  . 

48.14  .... 

....  18  

..  27.95 

Mid-Glamorgan — 

Bridgend  Urban  

14,500  

261  .. 

18.00  

..  17.10  ... 

154  .... 

....  10.62  

. 11.26  .... 

....  9 . 

34.48  .... 

9 

..  34  48 

Maesteg  Urban  

22,660  

373  .. 

16.46  

..  16.62  ... 

232  .... 

....  10.24  

..  13.00  .... 

....  9 

24.13  .... 

6 

..  16  09 

Ogmore  & Garw  Urban  

22,240  

360  .. 

16.19  

..  16.35  ... 

273  .... 

....  12.28  

..  14.74  .... 

....  12  , 

33.33  .... 

....  10  

..  27  78 

Poithcawl  Urban  

Penybont  Rural  

9,980  

35,270  

134  .. 
535  ... 

13.43  

15.17  

. 13.83  ... 
. 15.17  ... 

140  .... 
.;...  499  .... 

....  14.03  

....  14.15  

..  12.07  .... 
. 12.59  .... 

....  5 . 

....  23  . 

37.31  .... 

42.99  .... 

....  2 

....  19  

..  14.93 
..  35.51 

Neath  and  District — 

Neatli  xM.B.  

31,250  

457  ... 

14.62  

. 13.60  ... 

360  

....  11.52  

. 13.02  .... 

....  12  . 

26.26  

9 

. 19.69 

Neath  Rural  

41,350  

589  ... 

....  14.24  

. 13.96  .... 

470  

....  11.37  

. 14.44  .... 

....  17  . 

28.86  

....  12  

..  20.37 

Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant — 

Llantrisant  Rural  

25,700  

426  ... 

16.58  

. 15.92  .... 

271  

....  10.54  

. 13.49  

....  14  . 

32.86  

....  11  

. 25.82 

Pontypridd  Urban  , 

37,700  

537  ... 

14.24  

. 13.67  .... 

466  

...  12.36  

. 13.35  

...  10  . 

18.62  

...  4 

. 7.45 

Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg — 
Glyncorrwg  Urban  

9,660  

216  ... 

22.36  

. 21.91  .... 

107  

...  11.08  

. 15.84  

8 .. 

37.04  

...  4 

. 18.52 

Port  Talbot  M.B.  

47,130  

883  ... 

.....  18.74  

. 18.18  .... 

496  

...  10.52  

. 13.57  

...  25  .. 

28.31  

...  18  

. 20.39 

South  East  Glamorgan — 

Barry  M.B.  

41,920  

731  ... 

17.44  

. 16.74 

448  

...  10.69  

. 11.76  

...  23  .. 

31.46  

...  13  

. 17.78 

Cardiff  Rural  

38,000  

572  ... 

15.05  

. 15.80  ■ 

515  

...  13.55  

11.65  

...  16  .. 

.,  27.97  

...  12  

. 20.98 

Cowbridge  M.B.  ^ 

Cowbridge  Rural  

1,030  

19,240  

13  ... 
309  ... 

12.61  

16.06  

. 13.25 
. 17.99  ... 

19  

141  

...  18.45  

...  7.33  

. 19.19  

. 12.75  

...  7 .. 

22.65  

...  4 

, 12.94 

19.040  

303  ... 

15.91  

. 15  75  .... 

241 

12  66 

11  77 

7 - 

23  10  ... . 

5 .. 

. 16.50 

. 27.03 

West  Glamorgan — 

Gower  Rural  

11,890  

185  ... 

15.56  

. 16.49  .... 

147  

...  12.36  

10.38  

...  6 .. 

32.43  

...  5 

Llwchwr  Urban  

25,760  

349  ... 

13.55  

. 13.96  ...: 

310  

...  12.03  

14.08  

...  12  .. 

34.38  

...  7 

20.06 

Pontardawe  Rural  

32,050  

439  ... 

13.70  

. 13.97  .... 

477  

...  14.88  

16.07  

...  12  .. 

27.33  

...  9 

20.50 

Rhondda — 

Rhondda  M.B.  

107,400  

1,524  ... 

14.19  

. 13.91  ...^ 

•...  1,446  

...  13.46  

15.61  

...  45  .. 

29.53  

...  26  

17.06 

10  A 


Public  Health  Department,  County  Hall,  Cardiff. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence 
during  1956  as  compared  with  1954  and  1955. 


Disease.  1954 

Scarlet  Fever  31 

Whooping  Cough  204 

Diphtheria  — 

Measles  1 1 

Meningococcal  Infection  2 

Dysentery  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  — 

Smallpox  — 

Paratyphoid  B 19 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  — 

Erysipelas  6 

Malaria  — 

Poliomyelitis  — 

Food  Poisoning  11 

Undulant  Fever  — 

Encephalitis  (infectious)  — 


of  infectious  disease 


1955 

1956 

25  

48 

63  

131 

1132  

63 

4 

4 

3 

4 

1 

— 

4 

5 

2 

— 

4 

4 

2 

2 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Distribution  by  Wards. 


Ward 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Polio 

Pul. 

T.B. 

Non-Pul. 

T.B. 

Margam  West  

2 

....  7 

6 

4 

Margam  Central 

10  ... 

..  4 

. 2 

_ 

3 . 

1 

Margam  North 

1 .... 

...  1 

. 2 

...  1 ... 

1 . 



Aberavon  South 

23  .... 

.....  92  

. 26  

...  1 .... 

27  . 

2 

Aberavon  North 

6 

. 19  

. 18  

5 . 

Cwmavon  

6 .... 

....  8 

. 9 

...  — ... 

6 . 

— 

Infectious  Disease — General. 


The  common  infectious  diseases  are  recognised  to  follow 
certain  well  defined  patterns.  For  example,  measles  appears  in 
epidemic  form  during  alternative  years.  Polio,  is  seasonal  rising  to 
a f>eak  incidence  during  summer  months. 

For  a disease  to  take  hold  and  assume  epidemic  proportions  a 
susceptible  group  of  the  populatiion  must  exist.  As  the  common 
infectious  diseases  attack  children  mainly  it  is  to  be  expected  that 
the  bulk  of  notifications  will  occur  in  those  areas  or  wards  with  a 
high  child  population. 

In  Port  Talbot  this  is  amply  borne  out  by  the  figures  of  notifi- 
cations from  the  South  Ward  which  rep>eat  the  pattern  shown  in 
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Dysentery  and  Food  Poisoning. 

cases  of  dysentery  and  three  cases  of  food  poisoning  were 
notihed  during  the  year.  Careful  investigations  were  carried  out  and 
appropriate  preventive  action  taken.  In  the  three  food  poisoning 
cases  cooked  meats  fell  under  suspicion,  and  in  two  the  particular 
Item  of  food  (cooked  ham)  was  found  to  be  infected  with  stophy- 
lococcus  aureus,  an  organism  capable  of  producing  the  exact 
symptoms  and  signs  complained  of  by  the  sufferers.  The  shop 
where  the  ham  was  purchased  was  visited  and  certain  advice  on 
the  hygienic  handling,  storage  of  this  and  similar  foods  given  with 
satisfactory  results. 

Poliomyelitis. 

1.  Two  cases  of  polomyelitis,  one  paralytic  and  one  non- 
paralytic,  were  notified  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  non-paralytic  case  was  treated  at  the  Groeswen  Isolation 
Hospital  and  made  a normal  and  satisfactory  recovery.  The  in- 
fection in  this  case  was  of  a very  slight  degree,  and  the  diagnosis 
was  only  confirmed  by  the  isolation  of  Type  1 Virus  from  the  stools. 

The  paralytic  case  was  admitted  to  Hill  House  Isolation 
Hospital,  Swansea,  where  appropriate  remedial  treatment  was 
given.  Fortunately  the  recovery  was  good. 

In  both  cases  appropriate  preventive  action  was  taken  locally. 

2.  This  year  saw  the  introduction  of  poliomyelitis  vaccination 
in  this  country.  In  the  initial  stages  there  was  much  speculation 
and  indeed  apprehension  expressed.  Many  parents  with  children 
within  the  age  groups  to  be  offered  vaccination  signed  their  con- 
sents readily  enough,  others  more  hesitantly,  whilst  many  decided 
against  signing,  preferring  to  await  events. 

When  supplies  of  the  vaccine  became  available  and  it  was 
seen  that  no  untoward  effects  followed  the  injections,  keen  interest 
manifested  itself  and  the  attendance  rate  improved,  requests  for 
consent  cards  being  submitted  from  many  who  had  previously  de- 
clined treatment. 

Tuberculosis. 

Whilst  the  notification  rate  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
continues  to  fall,  that  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  remains  relatively 
high. 

A feature  of  considerable  significance  in  the  accompanying 
table  is  the  swing  in  notifications  to  the  older  age  groups,  parti- 
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cularly  noticeable  amongst  males.  It  is  thought  that  the  better 
and  more  accessible  diagnostic  facilities  are  serving  to  bring  to 
early  light  cases  that  might  otherwise  remain  ambulant  and  un- 
treated, hidden  away  behind  such  labels  as  chronic  bronchitis,  etc. 

The  establishment  of  the  Chest  Clinic  in  the  New  Outpatients’ 
wing  opend  last  year  at  the  Port  Talbot  General  Hospital  has,  I am 
convinced,  served  to  bring  to  light  many  of  these  hidden  cases. 
This  searching  out  and  ascertainment  of  the  strength  of  the  ‘enemy’ 
coupled  with  modern  therapeutic  means  will  serve  to  bring  this  dis- 
ease under  control  in  this  area. 

New  cases  during  1956  : 


Under  1 year  

Over  1 year  and  under  5 years 
Over  5 years  and  under  10  years 
Over  id  years  and  under  15  years 
Over  15  years  and  under  20  years  .. 
Over  20  years  and  under  25  years 
Over  25  years  and  under  35  years 
Over  35  years  and  under  45  years 
Over  45  years  and  under  55  years 
Over  55  years  and  under  65  years 
Over  65  years  


Pulmonary 
M.  F 


1 1 

1 — 

2 2 

3 

6 2 

6 5 

7 1 

6 1 


Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 


2 


1 


Totals  - 31  15  2 1 


The  care  and  follow-up  of  tuberculosis  deserves  mention. 

When  a general  practitioner  in  attendance  on  a patient  suspects 
that  his  patient  may  be  sulfering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  he 
refers  that  patient  for  examination  by  the  Chest  Physician,  who  by 
modern  diagnostic  methods  including  X-Ray,  Skin  tests.  Sputum 
tests  as  well  as  physical  examination,  sometimes  repeated,  confirms 
the  diagnosis  or  satisfies  himself  that  the  patient  is  not  suffering 
from  tuberculosis. 

The  result  of  the  X-Ray,  Skin  test,  etc.,  may  show  the  patient 
to  be  suffering  from  active  tuberculosis  lesions  and  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli  in  the  sputum  and  or  gastric  washings  may  be  con- 
firmed. In  this  case  notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  made  without  delay.  The  foUow  up  process  will  be  described 
below. 

On  the  other  hand  the  results  of  all  investigations  may  show 
that  the  patient  is  not  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and  no  action  or 
treatment  for  this  condition  is  necessary. 

Occasionally,  as  tuberculosis  is  not  always  possible  of  immedi- 
ate and  exact  diagnosis,  a patient  may  be  kept  under  surveillance 
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for  a period,  and  his  progress  closely  watched.  Where  the  X-Rav 
picture  shows  suspicious  shadows  and  these  occur  quite  frequently 
in  lungs  damaged  by  pneumoconiosis,  a short  course  of  antibiotic 
treatment  coupled  with  bed  rest  in  the  patient’s  own  home,  followed 
by  regular  precautionary  surveillance,  is  advocated.  In  this  wav 
damaged  by  pneumoconiosis  and  thus  more  suscep- 
tible to  the  tubercle  bacillus  are  saved  from  the  disease.  This 
type  of  case,  though  treated  in  a certain  way  and  followed  up  by 
periodic  surveillance  need  not  be  notified  and  placed  on  the  Register 
as  a case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


As  the  tubercle  bacillus  is  ubiquitous  in  the  community  we  all 
become  exposed  to  it  sooner  or  later— in  the  home,  on  the  bus,  in 
the  cinema,  at  the  football  match,  on  the  beach,  in  the  street,  in 
church  or  chapel  or  any  other  place  where  people  come  into  close 
contact  with  each  other.  On  exposure  the  tubercle  bacillus  enters 
our  bodies,  usually  our  lungs,  and  a reaction  is  set  up.  If  our 
bodies  are  fit  and  well  at  the  time  there  is  seldom  any  constitutional 
disturbance,  we  are  able  to  resist  the  germ’s  activities  and  may 
never  know  that  infection  has  occurred  and  been  overcome.  If 
we  are  in  a weak  or  debilitated  state  of  health  when  infected,  the 
germ  has  a better  chance  of  taking  a firm  hold  and  producing 
symptoms  and  signs  of  clinical  tuberculosis.  For  obvious  reasons 
weak  or  damaged  lungs  are  likewise  more  susceptible  to  and  less 
well  able  to  combat  infection. 


As  the  human  body  finds  it  difficult  to  kill  the  tubercle  germ 
it  protects  itself  by  building  a shell  round  the  germ  that  has  entered 
it.  There  the  germ  remains,  entombed  but  still  alive,  usually  until 
the  patient  himself  dies,  may  be  years  later  of  old  age  or  some  other 
illness.  Sometimes,  however,  if  the  patient  becomes  debilitated 
through  some  serious  illness,  the  tubercle  germ  escapes  from  the 
shell  and  spreads  through  the  surrounding  organs  producing  active 
tuberculosis. 

What  action  can  be  taken  to  minimise  the  risk  of  tuberculous 
infection  and  prevent  its  spread  ? 

When  a case  is  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  he 
or  she  is  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  If  the  patient 
is  admitted  to  sanatorium  and  it  is  considered  necessary  to  do  so, 
disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  officers  of  the  department.  Details 
of  the  family  and  immediate  contacts  are  obtained  and  the  Chest 
Physician  is  informed  in  order  that  an  opportunity  can  be  given  to 
the  contacts  to  submit  themselves  for  examination.  Regular 
periodic  visits  are  paid  to  the  home,  and  the  patient  and  family  are 
kept  under  surveillance  for  as  long  as  he  remains  on  the  tuberculosis 
register.  Advice  is  given  on  the  precautions  to  be  taken  to 
minimise  the  risk  of  contact  infection.  Occasionally  overtures 
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are  made  to  the  Housing  Authority  to  secure  alternative  and  more 
suitable  housing  accommodation  for  the  patient,  or  for  a family  in 
apartments  at  the  home  of  the  patient.  By  re-housing  where 
necessary  Council  is  able  to  play  an  important  role  in  the  control 
of  spread  of  tuberculosis,  and  in  Port  Talbot  alone  many  examples 
could  be  quoted  to  substantiate  this. 

Ignorance  is  still  a factor  to  be  considered,  though  today  the 
populace  is  more  enlightened  than  ever  before.  It  is  becoming 
more  and  more  generally  recognised  that  early  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment reduces  the  period  of  treatment  and  increases  the  chances  of 
recovery.  More  and  more  patients  who  have  had  tuberculosis 
survive  and  recover.  The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  are  less  each 
year.  We  are  winning  the  battle,  but  there  is  still  a long  way  to 
go  before  our  victory  is  complete 


Below  1 append  the  notification  state  at  the  beginning  and  end 
of  1956  for  comparison  purposes: — 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  on  1st  January,  1956 — 498. 


Males 

Females 

Pulmonary 

199 

210 

Non-Pulmonary  

45 

44 

Total 

244 

254 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  on  31st  December,  1956 — 527. 


Males 

Females 

Pulmonary 

215 

219 

Non-Pulmonary  

46 

47 

Total  

261 

266 

Number  left  district  

11 

Number  died  

11 

Number  recovered  

9 

Total 

31 

Number  of  New  notifications 

49 

Number  of  In-Transfers  

10 

Number  restored  to  Register 

1 

Total 

60 

Disinfection. 

A high  proportion  of  cases  of  infectious  illness  are  admitted 
to  hospital  for  isolation  and  treatment.  This  is  applicable  in 
particular  to  Scarlet  Fever,  Meningococcal  Infection,  Dysentery, 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Paratyphoid  B.,  Erysipelas,  Poliomyelitis  and, 
when  the  symptom  and  signs  are  of  a severe  nature  Food  Poisoning. 


• are  made  during  the  initial  domiciliary  investi- 

gation  for  disinfection  of  the  room,  bedding  and  necessary  articles 
ot  the  patient.  The  bedding,  etc.,  is  transported  by  the  depart- 
ment s disinfection  transport  to  and  from  the  Groeswen  Hospital 
where,  by  arrangement  with  the  hospital  authority,  steam  disinfec- 
tion is  carried  out. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

Hospitals. 

Two  of  the  thirteen  hospitals  managed  by  the  Mid-Glamorgan 
Hospital  Management  Committee  are  situated  in  the  Borough, 
one  being  a general  hospital  and  the  other  a hospital  for  infectious 
diseases. 

Medical,  Surgical  and  Paediatric  in-patient  facilities  are  pro- 
vided at  the  General  Hospital,  one  medical  and  one  surgical 
registrar  being  resident.  The  hospital  is  visited  by  full-time  and 
part-time  consultants  employed  by  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee. 

One  of  the  three  blocks  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  used  as  a 
convalescent  Annexe  to  the  General  Hospital,  the  remaining  two 
blocks  handling  the  various  types  of  infectious  cases  best  nursed  out 
of  their  own  homes. 

Poliomyelitis  cases  are  admitted  by  arrangement  to  Hill  House 
Isolation  Hospital,  Swansea,  where  special  facilities  to  deal  with 
the  case  are  provided. 

Likewise  general  cases  needing  urgent  treatment  can  and  are 
admitted  to  neighbouring  hospitals  outside  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  the  question  of  maternity  hospital  facilities 
received  consideration.  The  proximity  of  the  well  equipped  unit 
at  Neath  General  Hospital  was  given  as  a reason  contra-indicating 
the  provision  of  similar  facilities  within  the  Borough. 

General  Practitioner  Service. 

The  Borough  is  well  served  by  General  Medical  Practitioners. 
In  the  main,  group  practices  ranging  from  two  doctors  to  five 
doctors  are  the  order,  although  three  practitioners  continue  to 
plough  the  lonely  furrow.  Generally  speaking  the  bulk  of  the  work 
done  comes  within  the  framework  of  the  National  Health  Service. 
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Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service. 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  provided  the  Domiciliary 
Midwifery  service  in  the  Borough  and  the  day  to  day  administra- 
tion is  carried  out  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  Park  House, 
Theodore  Road,  Port  Talbot.  Eight  County  Midwives  are  em- 
ployed and  each  is  responsible  for  a predetermined  district.  Gas 
and  air  analgesia  is  available  to  all  suitable  cases.  Apparatus  for 
the  administration  of  Trilene  analgesia  has  been  introduced  and  is 
proving  satisfactory  particularly  in  the  terminal  stages  of  labour. 

Domiciliary  Nursing  Service. 

This  service  is  also  provided  by  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council  and  is  administered  locally  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office. 

Medical  comforts  in  the  form  of  bed  rests,  sputum  mugs, 
rubber  sheets,  bed  pans,  urinals,  rubber  air  rings,  wheel  chairs,  etc., 
are  held  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  and  are  available  for  issue 
on  certification  in  any  case  of  need.  There  is  no  hiring  charge  for 
this  type  of  equipment. 

Home  Help  Service. 

A team  of  part-time  and  casual  Home  Helps  are  employed  by 
the  Glamorgan  County  Council  to  provide  domiciliary  help  in 
homes  where  there  is  need.  The  service  is  mainly  utilised  by  the 
chronic  sick,  the  aged  and  infirm,  the  blind,  the  tuberculous  and 
in  homes  where  confinements  have  taken  place.  There  is  a charge 
for  this  service  and  assessment  is  made  on  the  income  in  accord- 
ance with  County  Council  regulations. 

Ambulance  Service. 

This  is  operated  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  the  Control 
Centre  for  the  area  being  situated  at  Neath  (Telephone  number — 
Neath  871).  A 2/3  car  sub-station  is  attached  to  the  Divisional 
Health  Office  in  Port  Talbot  but  all  transport  is  booked  from  the 
Control  Centre.  Plans  to  equip  all  ambulance  cars  with  short 
wave  radio  receiver/transmitters  to  improve  contact  with  Control 
have  been  put  into  effect. 

Welfare  Services. 

The  Welfare  Services  are  administered  by  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council  and  the  local  office  is  situated  at  8 Wind  Street 
Neath. 

This  department  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  Part  III 
Hostel  Accommodation,  care  of  the  homeless  and  care  of  property, 
etc.,  of  patients  in  hospital  who  have  no  relatives  to  undertake  this 
responsibility,  the  visiting  of  and  welfare  of  the  blind  and 
handicapped. 
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Clinic  Services. 

Both  Ante-natal  and  Infant  Welfare  clinic  facilities  are  pro- 
vided by  the  local  health  authority.  The  majority  of  these  are 
centred  in  properly  equipped  clinic  premises  owned  by  the 
authority  but  certain  clinic  sessions  are  arranged  in  hired  premises. 
Regular  examinations,  urine  and  blood,  and  blood  pressure, 
vaccinations,  immunisations,  health  education  and  advice  together 
with  the  sale  of  welfare  and  other  foods  are  carried  out  at  these 
clinics. 

iMiiior  Gynaecological  Clinic. 

Under  the  arrangements  of  the  County  Council  a clinic  is  held 
once  monthly  for  married  women  who  require  advice  on  birth 
control  on  medical  grounds.  This  clinic  is  administered  at  the 
Divisional  Health  Office  and  appointments  are  arranged  on  the 
representation  of  medical  practitioners. 

Mental  Health  Service. 

The  Officer  duly  authorised  to  take  initial  proceedings  under 
the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  for  the  provision  of  care 
and  treatment  of  persons  in  the  area  sulfering  from  mental  illness 
is  Mr.  Ivor  Evans,  99  Lone  Road,  Clydach  (Telephone  number 
Clydach  2170). 

Mental  Defectives. 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  ascertain- 
ment, supervision  and  general  welfare  of  mental  defectives,  and  an 
occupation  Centre  has  been  provided  in  Baglan. 

Defectives  in  need  of  residential  or  institution  care  are  referred 
to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  County  Medical  Officer  being 
responsible  for  acquainting  the  Board  of  the  degree  of  urgency  of 
admission. 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

The  local  Inspector’s  address  is  10,  Gnoll  Crescent,  Neath. 
(Telephone  number  Neath  695). 

HOUSING. 

As  was  mentioned  in  my  introductory  remarks  a further 
reduction  in  the  tempo  of  Corporation  house  building  was  experi- 
enced in  1956.  Of  a total  of  353  houses  completed,  287  were 
built  by  the  Local  Authority  and  66  by  other  bodies  or  persons. 
The  figures  for  1955  were  483  houses  completed,  of  which  420  were 
built  by  the  Corporation  and  63  by  other  bodies  or  persons. 
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In  spite  of  the  287  allocations  by  the  House  Letting  Committee 
the  number  of  housing  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  went  up  to 
1,834. 

For  comparison  purposes  I give  below  the  waiting  list  for  the 
past  six  years  : — 

December  31st,  1955  1,699 

„ 1954  1,540 

„ 1953  1,650 

„ 1952  1,340 

„ 1951  1,732 

„ „ 1950  1,940 

Re-housing  is  effected  by  the  strict  administration  of  a points 
scheme,  regard  being  had  to  Tuberculosis,  overcrowding,  condition 
of  premises,  residential  qualifications,  etc.  Local  housing  appli- 
cations must  be  lodged  with  the  Housing  Department  for  twelve 
months  whilst  applications  from  residents  who  have  moved  into 
the  Borough  from  outside  areas  must  be  lodged  for  twenty-four 
months  before  they  can  be  considered,  unless  of  course  exceptional 
hardship  is  entailed  when  the  case  is  given  individual  consideration 
by  the  House  Letting  Committee,  which  is  constituted  of  all 
members  of  the  Council. 

By  arrangement  with  industrial  organisations,  the  principal 
being  the  Steel  Company  of  Wales,  the  Corporation  allocates  a 
proportion  of  the  houses  erected  to  key  workers  nominated  by  those 
organisations. 

I include  below  a table  that  gives  an  indication  of  some  of  the 
special  categories  of  applications  where  re-housing  was  effected 
during  the  period  under  review. 

Families  suffering  from  or  exposed  to  Tuberculosis 9 


Families  from  condemned  houses  3 

Families  from  Squatters  Camps  0 

Families  from  overcrowded  houses  8 

Key  workers  in  Industry  79 


Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

No  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  during  the  period 
under  review. 
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Water  Supplies. 


As  mentioned  in  the  introductory  paragraphs  of  this  report  the 
\vater  supply  position  in  Port  Talbot  is  a subject  of  great  concern 

far^ouKiK  ^^''^I^Pment  both  industrial  and  domestic  has 

supply^^^^*^^^^  provisions  made  for  augmenting  the  water 


In  years  gone  by  the  provision  of  a tap  within  the  curtailage 
of  a premises  usually  just  outside  the  back  door  was  considered  a 
luxury,  this  tap  providing  all  the  water  used  for  washing,  bathing 
cooking  and  flushing  the  closet.  Today  the  older  type  properties 
are  being  fitted  with  bathrooms,  modern  flush  lavatories  and  all 
new  properties  with  all  modern  amenities.  Where  one  tap 
sufficed  in  the  past,  seven,  eight  or  even  more  draw  off  points  exist 
today.  The  consumption  is  therefore  greater.  There  are 
hundreds  more  houses,  all  equipped  with  modern  amenities.  The 
vast  industrial  expansion  must  be  supplied  with  water  both  for 
industrial  as  well  as  domestic  use. 


Ail  this  on  a supply  that  has  sustained  but  little  augmentation 
for  years.  Small  wonder  that  the  Water  Department  dreads  even 
a short  spell  of  fine,  sunny  weather,  a prolonged  period  of  drought 
as  occurred  in  1955  proving  disastrous. 

By  careful  manipulation  of  pressure  and  the  most  stringent 
economy  the  water  supply  remained  constant  during  1956,  the 
average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  the  population  remaining  at 
29  gallons. 

As  opposed  to  1955  when  14,513  houses  were  supplied  with 
water,  1956  saw  14,866  houses  drawing  water  from  the  Council’s 
mains.  45  houses  in  outlying  areas  continuing  to  draw  from  stand- 
pipes. 

To  ensure  the  purity  of  the  water  and  to  investigate  the  possi- 
bility of  local  short  term  emergency  supplies,  349  samples  were 
taken  for  Bacteriological  investigation.  Of  these  97  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory.  Where  such  results  occurred  in  untreated 
water  they  formed  the  basis  of  guidance  for  the  treatment  to  be 
applied  and  where  they  occurred  in  the  Corporation’s  mains  supply 
the  attention  of  the  Borough  Engineer  was  immediately  drawn  to 
the  position.  Repeat  sampling  then  proved  satisfactory. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

As  Port  Talbot  is  situated  on  the  seaboard  the  disposal  of 
sewage  has  been  simply  attained.  The  main  trunk  sewer  has  been 
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under  reconstruction,  the  cost  being  borne  jointly  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, the  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Steel  Company 
of  Wales.  New  electrically  operated  pumping  plant  has  been  in- 
stalled and  the  sewer  outfall  discharged  into  the  sea  at  a distance 
from  the  Morfa  Beach. 

Certain  sewers  serving  the  Aberavon  part  of  the  Borough  dis- 
charge into  the  tidal  reaches  of  the  river  estuary. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

The  Borough  Engineer’s  Department  undertakes  the  disposal 
of  refuse,  and  for  this  purpose  maintains  a fleet  of  vehicles  and 
staff.  Disposal  is  by  tipping  on  controlled  sites,  the  refuse  being 
covered  with  suitable  inert  material  such  as  shale  and  slag.  As 
tipping  proceeds,  the  re-claimed  land  behind  the  tip  face  is  soiled 
and  seeded. 

The  main  Corporation  tip  at  Baglan  was  closed  during  the 
year  and  work  on  a new  site  in  Aberavon  was  commenced. 

At  Cwmavon  the  tip  site  is  being  developed  as  a park, 
children’s  playground  and  recreation  centre  with  tennis  courts. 

A certain  amount  of  surreptitious  dumping  of  refuse  on  the 
river  banks  and  other  open  spaces  by  unscrupulous  and  irrespon- 
sible individuals  occurs  occasionally,  but  I am  pleased  to  report 
that  these  instances  are  isolated  and  sporadic. 
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Educado...  ‘GENERAL  INFORMATION. 


• 33„ 

■'  dudng'TwT  pupils  ■■«:eiving  school  meals 

3.  Total  average 


scho^d'SI  mT"  receiving  milk  in 


2047 

6321 


Children’s  Department. 

■'  Glamorgan  County  Council  Children’s 

Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  details  ■—  “ 

1956^°"  children  admitted  to  Children’s  Homes  in 


2.  Number  of  children  admitted  to  Approved  Schools  in 


Juvenile  Court. 


14 

4 


Mr.  P.  H.  R.  Thomas,  the  Clerk  to  the  Court,  states  that  176 
chi  dren  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  seventeen  years  were  brought 
before  the  Juvenile  Court  during  1956.  i^i^ugnt 


Welfare  Services.  Part  III— Accommodation. 

Seventeen  persons  from  Port  Talbot  were  admitted  to  County 
Council  Hostels  during  1956. 


Employment  of  Disabled  Persons. 

Of  689  men  and  33  women  on  the  Disabled  Persons  Register 
(at  the  end  of  the  year)  only  21  men  and  4 women  were  wholly 
unemployed,  31  men  and  1 woman  having  been  placed  in  suitable 
employment  during  the  period. 

1 append  below  details  of  the  unemployment  figures  for  Port 
Talbot  for  the  past  eight  years  : — 


December, 

1948  

188  .... 

276 

1949  

168  .... 

162 

1950  

77  .... 

151 

1951  

61  .... 

50 

5 

1952  

76  .... 

61 

99 

1953  

80  .... 

30 

99 

1954  

77  .... 

39 

99 

1955  

60  .... 

41 

99 

1956  

89  .... 

43 

Industrial,  Medical  and  Amenity  Services. 

In  modern  industry  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  workers 
receives  careful  attention,  and  this  is  amply  illustrated  by  the  pro- 
visions made  at  the  Steel  Company  of  Wales  installation  in  Port 


22 


Talbot.'  The  following  details  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr. 
D.  J.  Young,  Secretary  and  Comptroller  for  incorporation  in  this 
report. 

(1)  STRENGTH  OF  LABOUR  EMPLOYED. 

13,754  as  at  29th  December,  1956. 

(2)  PERCENTAGE  OF  REGISTERED  DISABLED  PERSONS. 

3%  on  the  same  date. 

(3)  NUMBER  AND  EXTENT  OF  CANTEENS  PROVIDED. 

There  are  now  23  canteens  operating  as  follows  : — 

2 staff  canteens  serving  staff  only  day  shift  only 

7 canteens  serving  staff  and  operatives 

5 canteens  serving  contractors  day  shift  only 

7 canteens  serving  staff  and  operatives  three  shifts 
2 canteens  serving  staff  and  operatives  two  shifts 

Tea  and  biscuits  are  available  to  all  staff  in  General  Office 
every  working  morning  and  afternoon. 

All  canteens  serve  breakfast,  main  meals,  light  teas,  hot 
and  cold  beverages,  snacks,  etc.,  cigarettes  and  confec- 
tionery. 

M)  EXTENT  AND  DEVELOPMENT  OF  WELFARE  ACTIVITIES 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

(a)  Medical  Department  : 

Staff. — 1 Resident  Doctor — whole  time. 

4 Local  Practitioners — part  time. 

1 Physiotherapist. 

14  male  State  Registered  Nurses. 

10  female  State  Registered  Nurses. 

19  untrained  Nurses. 

4 ambulance  drivers. 

During  the  year  a new  ambulance  room  was  opened  to  serve 
the  Blast  Furnace  area,  the  main  feature  of  which  is  a permanently 
piped  oxygen  system  for  the  resuscitation  of  gassing  casualties. 

Ambulance  Rooms. 


There  are  now  six  ambulance  rooms  manned  whole  time  one 
medical  centre  manned  on  days  only  five  and  half  days  per  week. 
TOTAL  TREATMENTS  FOR  1956 
53,876. 


(b)  Amenities  Department  : 

f now  30  amenity  blocks  with  separate  dining  rooms 

lor  staff  and  operatives  plus  locker,  shower  and  wash  basin  rooms 
and  lavatories. 

Lockers  are  issued  to  11,010  employees,  and  it  is  intended  that 
every  ^ployee  should  have  one  locker.  For  cleaning  of  amenities 

and  offices  a staff  of  212  women  cleaners  and  177  janitors  is 
employed.  ^ 
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BOROUGH  OF  PORT  TALBOT. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Port  Talbot. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1956 — the  twenty-second  of  a series  of  such 
reports  upon  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Department. 

We  are  facing  the  challenge  of  a new  age  which  promises  a 
bright  future  for  all  peoples.  The  great  moves  towards  atomic 
power,  the  production  of  more  and  better  goods  and  facilities  by 
automation,  if  properly  directed,  will  do  much  to  improve  environ- 
mental conditions  and  living  standards.  Whilst  these  future 
possibilities  are  interesting,  we  are  still  faced  with  the  realities  of 
the  present. 

There  is  indeed  a great  deal  still  to  be  done  in  the  attainment 
of  desirable  standards  in  the  quality  of  much  of  our  housing 
accommodation,  food  hygiene  and  the  condition  of  the  air  we 
breathe. 

A measure  of  the  work  facing  us  in  improving  housing  con- 
ditions may  be  appreciated  from  our  Five  Year  Slum  Clearance 
Programme.  The  careless  handling  of  food  is  to  be  more  severely 
dealt  with  under  extra  powers  made  available  to  local  authorities 
in  the  new  consolidated  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  its  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  whilst  a drive  towards  cleaner  atmosphere  in  our 
towns  and  cities  will  be  aided  by  the  new  Clean  Air  Act,  which 
clearly  stamps  those  with  chimneys  belching  dense  smoke,  grit  and 
dust  as  offenders  in  civilised  communities. 
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Whilst  it  is  apparent  that  these  and  many  other  aspects  of 
community  living  must  be  tackled  in  a more  earnest  and  continuous 
way,  it  is  true  to  say  that  the  Port  Talbot  Borough  Council  has 
given  every  encouragement  and  support  in  the  achievement  of  all 
possible  progress  towards  improved  environmental  conditions. 

Mr.  Trevor  Rees,  one  of  your  District  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
resigned  his  position  on  the  30th  April  to  take  up  a similar  appoint- 
ment at  Porthcawl.  Mr.  Rees  was  a conscientious  Inspector,  dis- 
charging his  duties  with  credit  and  distinction,  and  one  could  not 
but  regret  his  leaving.  Mr.  Walford  Davies  was  appointed  to  fill 
the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Rees. 

The  presentation  of  this  report  affords  me  an  opportunity  once 
again  of  thanking  Council  and  its  Public  Health  Committee  for  the 
help  they  have  readily  given  throughout  the  year;  of  expressing  my 
appreciation  to  the  Chief  Officers  of  Council  Departments  for  their 
very  cordial  co-operation  throughout  the  year  on  matters  of  mutual 
interest,  and  to  the  members  of  the  staff  of  your  Sanitary  Depart- 
ment for  their  continued  loyalty  and  good  service. 

1 am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

G.  A.  MORGAN, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Report  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Morgan,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Inspector  under  the  Factories  and  Housing  Acts. 

GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

Housing  Inspections  and  re-inspections  3957 

Structural  Defects  2866 

Drains,  yards,  W.C’s.  2459 

Common  lodging  houses  58 

Amusement  houses  and  cinemas  48 

Verminous  premises  706 

Dirty  conditions  623 

Accumulations  315 

Ash  pits,  privies  and  cesspools  20 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  86 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  95 

Food  premises,  kitchens  and  vehicles  2200 

Public  houses  82 

Houses  let  in  lodgings,  tenements,  etc.  60 

Offensive  trades  63 

Fish  fryers  78 

Ice  cream  premises,  etc 266 

Bakehouses  82 

Factories  409 

Schools  37 

Pig  styes  and  pigs  268 

Stables,  refuse  and  manure  148 

Rats  and  mice  3795 

Atmospheric  pollution  374 

Animals  improperly  kept  83 

Meat  and  food  inspection  1888 

Slaughterhouse  750 

Water  supplies  291 

Water  sampling  376 

Food  and  drugs  sampling  197 

Milk  sampling  83 

Other  nuisances  143 

Public  conveniences  23 

Interviews  742 

Infectious  diseases  119 

Police  Court  attendances  19 

Shops,  offices,  etc.  715 

Overcrowding  7 


Total  24531 
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HOUSING  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  in  respect  of  same 

Number  of  houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation 
Number  of  houses  found  not  in  all  respects  to  be 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
Notices  

Some  of  the  houses  found  not  in  all  respects  tit  for  habitation 

would  not  be  rendered  fit  until  some  time 
m 1957,  whereas  some  of  the  houses  rendered  fit  in  1956  followed 
notices  served  in  the  latter  part  of  1955. 

The  number  of  nuisances  discovered,  together  with  the  number 
of  Notices  served  during  the  year  were  as  follows 


781 

3101 

44 

497 

469 


Nature  of  Inspection 

Nuisances 

discovered 

Informal 

Notices 

served 

Abatement 

Notices 

served 

Structural  defects  

299  .... 

299 

98 

Drains,  yards,  W.C’s  

268  ... 

268 

61 

Dirty  conditions  

29  .... 

16 

8 

Pig  styes  and  swine  keeping 

30  . . 

28  ... 

4 

Water  snirplies  

31  .... 

31 

7 

Food  nremi.scs  

15  ... 

15  ... 

Rats  and  mice  

416 

11 

.Accumulations  

24 

22 

Q 

Verminous  infestations  

25 

25 

1 

Factories  

32 

5 

Tenements  

3 

3 

1 

Dairies  

1 

1 

Stables,  refu.se  and  manure 

11 

11  ... 

2 

Animals  imjnoperly  kept 

12 

12  ... 

1 

Shops  and  offices  

4 

...j  4 

1 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  

14  

10  .... 

1 

Ollensive  Trades  

1 .... 

1 .... 

1306  762  188 


The  work  carried  out  to  abate  the  various  nuisances  discovered 
was  as  follows  : — 

Houses : 

Walks  repaired — 72,  Outside  irlastering  repaired — 51,  Inside 
lilasterinj^  repaired — 164,  Floors  renewed  or  repaired — 49,  Floors  venti- 
lated— 7,  Roofs  renewed  or  repaired — 122,  Shoots,  downpipes  or  gutters 
repaired  or  renewed — 125,  Chimneys  repaired — 111,  Ceilings  repaired — 
46,  Doors  and  frames  re|5aired — 55,  Lighting  and  ventilation  of  rooms  im- 
i;)j-oved — 2,  Window  sashes  or  frames  renewed  or  repaired — ^78,  Window 
cords  renewed — 64,  Staircases  repaired — 4,  Grates  or  ovens  repaired  or  re- 
newed— 36,  Boilers  provided  or  repaired — 7,  Outbuildings  repaired — 9, 
Walls  or  ceilings  cleansed  and  re-decorated — 28,  Bedding  cleansed  or  de- 
stroyed— 23,  Rooms  treated  for  vennin — 54,  Overcrowding  abated — 3, 
Yard  paving  repaired  or  relaid — 27,  Nuisances  from  animals  abated — 12, 
Accumulations  removed — 18,  Water  supply  provided — 11,  Water  taps  or 
l^ipes  renewed — 14,  Miscellaneous  repairs  and  nuisances  abated — 18,  Wash- 
up  sinks  provided — 5,  Skirting  boards  repaired  or  renewed — 33. 

28 


Drainage  : 

Drains  tested,  smoke  and  chemical — 43,  Drains  re-laid  29,  Diains 
repaired— 64,  Drains  cleansed — 47,  Inspection  or  intercepting  chambers 
iDrovided  or  repaired — 6,  Intercepting  ti'aps  fixed — 5,  Soil  pipes  or  ventila- 
tion shafts  fixed  or  repaired — 15,  Gullies  fixed — 8,  Sinks  trapped  oi  waste- 
pipes  repaired — 4. 

W.C’s. : 

Additional  W.C’s.  provided — 14,  W.C’s.  reconstructed — 11,  Lighting 
and  ventilation  improved — 3,  New  pans  fixed — 31,  W.Cs.  cleansed  16, 
New  Hushing  apparatus  provided — 17,  Flushing  apparatus  repaired — 24, 
Miscellaneous  repairs — 9,  W.C.  seats  provided  or  repaired — 43. 

Eradication  of  Bugs : 

Number  of  houses  infested — 25,  Number  of  houses  disinfested:  (a) 
by  Occupier — 7,  (b)  Local  Authority — 18. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds : 

Removed — 7 

Pigstyes  and  Swine  Keeping  : 

Pig  keeping  discontinued — 9,  New  styes  constructed — 12,  Styes 
drained — 1,  Cesspools  clean.sed  or  reconstructed — 5,  Accumulations  re- 
moved— 12,  Pigstyes  cleansed  and  limewashed — 4,  Nuisances  from  boiling 
of  offal  abated — 1. 

Stables,  Refuse  and  Manure : 

Drainage  improved  or  altered — 5,  Manure  pit  provided — 1. 

Miscellaneous : 

Poultry  nuisance  abated — 6. 

Rats  and  Mice : 

Infestations  removed — 432,  On  Local  Authority  premises — 1,  In 
private  dwellings — 384,  On  business  premise.s — 25,  On  agricultural  premises 
— 10,  Rat  and  mice  proofing  carried  out — 6. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 
Food  Shops,  Kitchens,  etc. : 

Cleanliness  imjnoved — 13,  Storage  arrangements  improved — 7, 
Lighting  and  ventilation  improved — 4,  Asnbins  provided — 2,  Water  supply 
provided — 2,  New  wash-up  sinks  provided — 19,  Floors  or  yards  repaired — 2, 
Impervious  floors  laid — 2,  Roofs,  shoots  and  downpipes  repaired — 2,  Drains 
cleared — 3,  Drains  relaid — 2,  New  drainage  system  constructed — 1,  New 
gulley  trap  fixed — 1,  W.C’s.  provided — 1 . 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 

An  important  part  of  the  duties  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors 
is  the  inspection  of  meat  at  the  Public  Abattoir.  Here  the  Inspector 
is  on  duty  before  slaughtering  commences  and  does  not  leave  the 
premises  until  slaughtering  has  discontinued.  The  methods  and 
criteria  of  meat  inspection  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture, Fisheries  and  Food  are  strictly  complied  with.  The 
quantity  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  condemned  at  the  Abattoir 
during  the  year  was  as  follows  ; — 
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Bulls,  Bullocks  and  Heifers. 


T UBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 


Carcases  and  all  orj^ans  5 

Ilindciuarters  2 

Lunss  92 

Skirts  4 

Mesenteries  54 

Oinentinns  36 

Hearts  3 

Brisket  1 


Fore  luarters  14 

Heads  and  Tongues  56 

Livers  2 1 

Spleens  3 

Intestines  54 

Stomachs  36 

Kidneys  2 


DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS. 


•3  Carcases  and  all  or>>;ans 

1  Part  hindquarter 
6 Part  forequarters 
I Shin 
1 Tonj^ue 

21  Heads  and  tonj'iies 
347  Lillies 


40  Hearts 
494  Livers 


504  Part  Livers  — 

59  Spleens  — 

12  Kidne>'s  — 

44  Skirts  — 

24  Omentuins  and  Stomachs  — 

29  Mesenteries  and  Intestines  — 

5 Suets  — 


1  Patholof^ical  Emaciation, 

1 Fevered,  1 Severe  Bruising. 

1 Fibro.sis. 

1 Abscess,  5 Bruising. 

1 Bruisiiiff. 

1 Glo.ssitis. 

11  Actinomycosis,  6 C.  Bovis, 

2 Absce.ss,  1 Bruisin.u;,  1 Fibro.sis. 
162  Pleurisy,  6 Pneumonia, 

104  Cysts,  4 Abscess,  14  Parasitic, 

2 Emphysema,  54  Conge.sted, 

1 Melanosis. 

29  Pericarditis,  11  C.  Bovis. 

379  Distomatosis,  47  Cirrhosis, 

14  Angiomata,  2 Bacterial  Necrosis, 
19  Hydatid  Cysts,  24  Abscesses, 

3 Peritonitis,  4 Degenerated, 

I Parasitic,  1 Hepatitis. 

121  Cirrhosis,  383  Distomatosis. 

58  Peritonitis,  1 Abseess. 

II  Nephritis,  1 Cy.st. 

35  Pleurisy,  8 Abscesses,  1 Oedema 
16  Peritonitis,  17  C.  Bovis. 

I .abscess. 

II  Peritonitis,  17  C.  Bovis, 

1 Ab.scess. 

5 Necrosis. 


Cows. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 

Carcases  and  all  organs  1 Mesenteries  - 1 

Lungs  3 Intestines  1 

Heads  and  tongues  4 


DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS. 


2 Carca.ses  and  all  oHal 

1 Part  Hindquarter 
13  Lungs 

2 Hearts 
27  Livers 


Pathologieal  Emaciation. 
Fractured. 

5 Hydatid  Cysts,  4 Conge.sted, 

3 Pleurisy,  1 Emphysema. 

1 Pericarditis,  1 C.  Bovis. 

14  Distomatosis,  1 Ab.scess, 

2 Peritonitis,  2 Angiomata, 

4 Cirrhosis,  2 Degeneration, 

2 Hydatid  Cy.sts. 
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Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis — Continued. 


4 Part  Livers 

5 Spleens 

1 Omentum  and  Stomach 

8 Mesenteries  and  Intestines 

2 Kidneys 


Distomatosis. 

Peritonitis. 

1 C.  Bovis. 

3 Peritonitis,  1 C.  Bovis, 

4 Johnes  Disease. 
Nephritis. 


Calves. 


DISEASES  OTHER  THAN 
I2  Carcases  and  all  offal 
2 Less 

2 Forequarters 
2 Hearts 
15  Kidneys 
8 Livers 
1 Breast 
6 Lunins 

1 Head 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

9 Immaturity,  1 Dropsy,  1 Acute 
r ever,  1 Odour  1 rom  drujis. 

— Fractured 

— .Melanosis. 

— Pericarditis. 

— Nejjhritis. 

— 7 Necrosis,  1 Peritonitis. 

— Bruising. 

o 1 Melanosis, 

3 Congested. 

— Bruising. 


DISEASES  OTHER  PHAN  1 
3 Carcases 

103  Carca.ses  and  all  offal 


Sheep. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


3 Heads 
8 Shoulders 

1 1 Legs 

1167  Lungs 

137  Hearts 
1617  Livers 


43  Kidneys 
13  Kidney  Capsules 
1 -Mesenteries  and  Intestines 


Deconmo-sition. 

56  Pathological  Emaciation, 

1 Severe  RruLsing,  2 Acute  Fever, 
34  Drop.sy,  o Moribund,  1 Septic 
■Metritis,  2 Septic  Pneumonia, 

‘ Pyapiiia,  I Deformities. 

1 Braising,  2 Abscess. 

4 Abscess,  2 Braising,  I Arthritis, 

1 Melanosis. 

2 Braising,  2 Abscess,  2 Fibrosis, 
o Arthritis. 

^Ir^ngyli,  46  Pleurisy, 

ai 7 Congestion, 

317  Hydatid  Cy.sts,  18  Parasitic, 

4 Abscess. 

94  Pericarditis,  41  Cy.sts, 

2 Haemorrhagic. 

Distomatosis, 

9 Cirrho.sis,  21  Degeneration, 

7 Peritonitis,  388  Hvdatid  Cy.s-ts 

5 Hepatitis.  ’ 

Nephritis. 

Fat  Necrosis. 

Peritonitis 


TUBERCULO.SIS  ONLY. 
Heads 

Lungs  

S tomachs  

Inte.stines  

Livers 


Pigs. 


94 

1 

18 

18 


Omentums 

Hearts 

Mesenteries 

Shoulders 


18 

1 

18 
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DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS. 

1 Swine  Fever,  3 Acute  Fever, 

2 Moribund. 

3 Decomposition,  2 Ab.scess, 

1 Mutilation  caused  throuKh  exam- 
ination for  Atrophic  Rliinitis. 

106  Pneumonia,  3 Parasitic, 

83  Pleurisy,  583  Conse.sted. 
Bruising. 

2 Rickets,  13  Abscess. 

Bruising. 

1 1 Parasitic,  20  Degenerated, 

62  Cirrhosis,  44  Peritonitis, 

26  Hydatid  Cysts,  74  Hepatitis, 

26  Necrosis. 

59  Pericarditis. 

115  Nephritis,  3 Haemorrhagic, 

32  Hydro-Nephritis. 

10  Peritonitis,  4 Degenerated. 

25  Peritonitis,  24  Parasitic. 

11  Peritonitis,  4 Para.sitic. 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED, 
IN  WHOLE  OR  PART,  OVER  A PERIOD  OF  YEARS. 

An  examination  of  the  percentage  figures  of  animals  discovered 
to  be  affected  with  disease  over  a period  of  years  proves  interesting. 
For  example — no  tuberculosis  has  been  found  in  sheep  and  lambs 
throughout  the  period  (it  is  rare  for  this  disease  to  be  discovered 
in  sheep  or  lambs) — nor  in  calves  for  the  last  two  years.  Con- 
demnations for  Tuberculosis  has  considerably  decreased  in  cattle 
and  pigs  since  the  years  of  1947/52.  Figures  for  bovine  cysticer- 
cosis — a disease  which  was  discovered  to  be  very  prevalent  in  the 
immediate  post-war  years —were  not  especially  recorded  until 
November,  1948.  These  percentages  have  been  variable  having 
the  two  years  1950  and  1952  as  peak  years. 


Tuberculosis. 


Year. 

Cattle  excluding 

Cows.  Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheeji  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

1946  . . 

9.03 

10.2  .... 





1.9 

1947  . . 

5.39 

22.0  .... 

103  .... 

— 

5.0 

1948  

4.13 

29.2  

066  .... 

— 

4.8 

1949  

...  12.86 

29.5  .... 

109  .... 

— 

6.8 

1950  

...  11.2 

24.4  

026  .... 

— 

5.2 

1951 

8.63 

30.6  

036  .... 

— 

12.8 

1952  

7.41 

20.57  

...  .051  ... 

— 

13.17 

1953  

7.98 

15.74  

...  .074  .... 

— 

7.53 

1954  

4.63 

9.14  

08  .... 

— 

5.26 

1955  

7.79 

8.21  

... 

— 

.....  3.64 

1956 

7.55 

8.93  

— 

— 

3.11 

6 Carcase.s  and  all  offal 
6 Head.s 

775  Lungs 

2 Hindquarters 
15  Feet 
1 Forequarter 
263  Livers 


59  Hearts 
150  Kidneys 

14  Spleens 

49  .Mesenteries  and  Intest 
14  Omentums  and  Stomac 
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Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 


Year. 

Cattle  excluding 
Cow.s. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

1946 

29.3 

10.4  

.4  



7.7 

1947 

44.5 

35.5  

.9  



5.0 

1948 

39.5 

62.8  

.84  



14.9 

J949 

48.0 

56.8  

1.34  



24.7 

1950 

57.1 

66.1  

3.6  



34.5 

1951 

58.19 

62.2  

5.5  



43.4 

1952 

64.71 

76.04  

7.05  



53.99 

1953 

53.0 

63.3  

5.26  



52.5 

1954 

53.1 

68.57  

5.66  



50.3 

1955 

40.2 

80.67  

6.6  



53.32 

1956 

54.16 

69.64  

3.22  

— 

26.25 

Bovine  Cysticercosis. 

Cattle  Other  than  Cow.s. 

Cows. 

Year 

Examined 

Affected 

Percentage 

Examined  Affected 

Percentage 

1948“ 

282  

4 .. 

1.4 

52 

0 . 



1949 

1591  

38  .. 

2.7 

637 

7 .. 

1.1 

1950 

2003  

64 

3.19 

1078 

43  . 

3.99 

1951 

2629  

66  . 

2.51 

677 

8 . 

1.19 

1952 

2171  

■ 75  .. 

. 3.45 

409 

10  . 

2.24 

1953 

1991  

■ 38  .. 

1.91 

578 

6 

1.03 

1954 

2590  

33  .. 

1.27  .- 

525 

4 

0.76 

1955 

2015  

20 

0.99 

207 

4 . 

1.93 

1956 

1549  

18 

1.17  . 

56 

1 .. 

1.78 

° Nooeinher  and  December  onlij. 


UNSOUND  OR  UNWHOLESOME  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
OR  SURRENDERED  OUTSIDE  THE  ABBATOIR 
DURING  THE  YEAR  was  as  follows  ; — 


Tinned  and  other  Meat. 

Sirloin  of  Beef — 25/’2lbs.  Hindquarter  of  Beef — 9 cwt.  1 qr.  2 lbs.  12  ozs. 

Portion  of  Home  Killed  Lamb — ^3Mlbs.  Bacon — 3 qrs.  3 lbs.  4 ozs.  Beef 

Livers — 23  lbs.  Irish  Geese — 23.  Ox  Livers — 114  lbs.  Pig  Carcase — 
98  lbs.  Luncheon  Meat — 1 x 14  ozs.  tin;  20  x 7 ozs.  tins;  18  x 12  ozs.  tins; 
19  X 4 lb.  tins,  2x5  lbs.  9 ozs.  tins.  Corned  Beef — .30  x 6 lb.  tins;  4 x 61b 

2 ozs.  tins;  2 x 14  ozs.  tins;  36  x 12  ozs.  tins;  1 x 3 lb.  8 ozs.  tin.  Pork 
Brawn — 2 x 12  ozs.  tins.  Chopped  Pork — 5 x 12  ozs.  tins.  Cooked  Ham — 
19  lbs  SVz  ozs.;  2 X 14  lbs.  14  ozs.  tins;  2 x 9 lbs.  16  ozs.  tins;  2 x 15  lbs. 
10  ozs.  tins;  2x7  lbs.  tins;  1x7  ozs.  tin;  4 x 11  lbs.  9 ozs.  tins;  1x7  lbs. 
13  ozs.  tins;  1 x 13  lbs.  1 oz.  tin;  1 x 13  lbs.  15  ozs.  tin;  1 x 9 lbs.  9 ozs. 
tin;  1 X 15  lbs.  3 ozs.  tin;  1 x 12  lbs.  15  ozs.  tin;  1 x 15  lbs.  5 ozs  tin;  1 x 

3 lbs.  8 ozs.  tin;  1x5  lbs.  tin;  1 x 13  lbs.  2 ozs.  tin;  1 x 81bs.  4 ozs  tin; 

1 X 13  lbs.  7 ozs.  tin;  1 x 14  lbs.  tin;  1x9  lbs.  7 ozs.  tin;  1x6  lbs.  11  ozs. 

tin;  6 X 14  lbs.  4 ozs.  tins;  1 x 12  Ib.s.  8 ozs.  tin;  1 x 13  lbs.  tin;  3x3  lbs. 
12  ozs.  tin;  1 X 13  lbs.  13  ozs.  tin;  2 x 13  lbs.  3 ozs.  tins;  2 x 14  lbs.  12  ozs. 

n 2 2 X 12  lbs.  15  ozs.  tins;  1 x 13  lbs.  10  ozs.  tins; 

1 X 10  Ib.s.  5 ozs.  tin;  1 x 10  lbs.  15  ozs.  tin;  1 x 16  lbs.  10  ozs.  tin.  Minced 
Beef  Loaf— 24  x 12  ozs.  tin.s;  2 x 16  ozs.  tins.  Ox  Tongues— 12  x 6 lbs. 
tins.  Jellied  \' cal — 3 x 6 lbs.  tins.  Stewed  Steak — 11  .x  16  ozs.  tins; 
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7 X 12  ozs:ttn.s:  Calves  Tonm>es-l  X 12  ozs.  tm:  Cooked  Pork-l  x 2 

lbs.  8 ozs.  tin. 

Tinned  Fruit. 

Pears^  . 40  0ns;  2 x 14  o 4^.  2S  size  x^20  ozs.  tin. 

4 X 30  ozs.  tins;  29  x 15/2  ozs.  tas,  - x 1 1 ozs  tins'  1 x A2  size  tin; 

19  ozs.  tin;  3 x 11  ozs^  f tins.  1 x 13Ji 

2 x 18  ozs.  tins;  4 x 10  ozs.  tnis.  . i x 20  ozs.  tin. 

ozs.  tin;  2 z 15  MS.  Sns.  ,.  ozs 'tins;  1 x 16  ozs. 

Grapefruit— 2 x 10..  ozs.  tins  1 ; Lopauberries—l  x 16  Ms  On. 

tin-  2 X 15  ozs.  tins;  1 x iO/2  ozs.  ini.  . e v ort;  tin'  2 x SH-  ozs. 

Fruit  Cocktail— lx  o^s.  ti" ; 1 ^ 40^ozs”tins"  3 x 29  ozs.  tins;  3 x 15  ozs. 
tins.  Apricots— 7 x 30  ozs.  tiiY^  _ tins  2 x 28  ozs.  tins;  1 x 2Ji  ozs.  tin; 
tins;  24  x 16  ozs.  tins;  2.  x 15/2  30  ozs.  tins;  7 x 29  ozs. 

4 \ A2  size  tins;  2 x 41  ozs.  Uns.  2 ^2).i  size  ttns; 

tins;  5 X 15  ozs.  tins;  35  X 16  ozs.  x 14  ozs.  tins;  12  x 16 

1 X 41  ozs.  tins;  4 X 30  ozs  tins  2 X 15  ozs.  tins;  11  x 7 ozs.  Ons; 

ozs.  tins;  44  x 35  ozs  tins,  • ’ ^ g 5 x 40  ozs.  tins. 

4 \ AIT  size  tins;  3 xA3  size  tins,  n o n,„  7 qzs  tins.  Prunes — 
PluT,is—l  x m ozs  tin;  3 x 2X)  oz^^  tm. , 3 6 . ^ 2 x A2 

4 X 15  ozs.  tins^  720  ozs  tin.^V  x 12  ozs.  tins;  1 x 29  ozs.  tin; 

size  tins;  45  x 16  ozs.  tins;  17  x 20  x 15  ozs.  tins.  Grapes— 

1 X 13)2  ozs.  tin;  1 ^ 15  ozs.  tn^  g ^ 20  ozs.  tins;  1 x 16  ozs\ 

3 X 16  ozs.  tins.  Damsom—2  x “S-  ’ (7/^g^rtes— 1 1 x 7 

tin.  B<»f  MX.  tin.  Appler-f>  X 145  ozx.  tins. 

Gooseberries— 1 x 16  ozs.  tin. 


Tinned  Vegetables. 

4-  A V 9'^  size  tins-  7 x 1512  ozs.  tins;  45  x 15 
Peas^-l  X 6 lbs.  12  ozes  tin,  4 x 2-  ^ ^ 3^ 

ozs  tins'  6 X 16  ozs.  tins;  15  x 19  ozs.  tin  , ^ ozs.  tins;  2 x 10/2 

l x l93i’ozs.  tin;  6 x A2  size  tins;  2 x 19  ozs.  tins;  2 ^ 

ozs.  tins.  Beetroot— 1 ^ carrots— 1 x 8 ozs.  tin;  1 x 16  lbs.  5 ozs. 

ii.  r.  2 .ri"r/Li^^n?7x  mbs‘\4  s;. 

'/TlJ  msM:?."  ''M%ldVelLhlee-i  x 15  ozs.  6n;  1 x 13  ozs.  t,n. 

7 ozs..  tin. 

^jtl^'erSs  to.  Peeled 

?tl^^i".bs"‘’c™5^‘°x“one. 

Tinned  Milk/Cream.  00  -9  nt  tins-  4x6  ozs.  tins; 

Milk  (Evaporated)— 14  p/^  J“tins"  4 x 1^  pt-  tins. 

4 X "pt  ans;  2 X 7 ozs.  an.  2 x IK  pt  6ns,^_^  ^ 1 x 5 ozs. 

g:  ^o^iVlIo^.  an;'  ^ x^  - Bns;  1 x 4 ozs.  t,n. 
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Miscellaneous. 


Bediis  and  Sausage— 1 x 8 ozs.  tin.  Sugar  Mixture— 14  lb,s..  Grouiul 
Coffee— S X /a  lb.  pkts.  Macaroni — 28  lbs.  1x6  ozs.  pkt.  Rice — 2 x I51i 
ozs.  pkts.  Steak  and  Vegetables—  1 x 16  ozs.  tin.  Steak  and  Kidneti 

1 ies— 7 . Baby  Food— 2 x 14M  ozs.  tins.  Butter-  1 lb.  Sandwich 
Spread— 1 x 4 11.  ozs.  jar.  Tomato  Paste — 27  x 30  ozs.  tins.  Tea — 

.^oup—8  X 16  ozs.  tins;  1 x A1  size  tin; 
— X lo/2  ozs,  tins;  20  x 15/2  ozs.  tins;  / x IO/2  ozs.  tins.  Spaghetti — 2 x 8 
ozs.  tins;  2 x 16  ozs.  tins.  Sweets  (Fruities)— 25  dozen  pkts.  Pickles— 

2 .V  9.2  ozs.  jars  Faggots— SI.  Cheese— 55  lbs.  Chicklets— 15  lbs. 
Drinking  Chocolate — 1 x 8 ozs.  tin.  Sausages — 7812  lbs.  Mortadella — 
48  lbs. 


Jam. 

Apple  and  Strawberry— 1 x 16  ozs.  jar.  Blackcurrant— 2 x 16  ozs 

jar.  Pineapple — 2 x 16  ozs.  jars. 


DISPOSAL  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD. 

All  meat  condemned  at  the  Public  Abattoir  is,  of  course, 
stained  and  purchased  as  such  for  processing  by  Messrs.  Beresford! 
Ltd.,  of  Bridgend.  All  other  food  seized  or  surrendered  is  in- 
variabiy  sprayed  with  disinfectant  and  buried  in  the  Corporation 
Keruse  Tip  under  supervision. 


FOOD  SUBMITTED  FOR  ANALYSIS. 


Food  Quality,  Description  and  Labelling. 


During  the  year  312 
submitted  to  the  Public 
Laboratory,  Cardiff. 


samples  of  various  foods  were  taken  and 
Analyst  at  the  County  Public  Health 


Constant  sampling  over  a wide  range  of  foodstuffs  is  carried 
out  in  order  to  check  that  a proper  level  of  quality  and  food  value 
IS  mam  amed  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  the  standard  set  by 
reputable  manufacturers.  Emphasis  on  sampling  of  commodities 

food  \rade^  changing  trends  and  practices  in  the 


Your  Inspectors  are  constantly  looking  out  for  misleadini? 

them^ 

SferK  treatment,  e.g.,  extravagant  claims  as  to  beneficial 

rj  ^ consumption  of  the  particular  foods,  inferior  fruit 
labelled  as  being  of  a more  choice  variety,  absence  of  statement  as 
to  country  of  origin,  thus  applying  that  the  food  is  English. 

as  foTlows'^— variety  of  foods  submitted  for  analysis  were 
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Milk  72;  Sterilised  Cream  2;  Condensed  Milk  6;  Rutter  3;  Margarine  2- 
Lard  1;  Cooking  Fat  2;  Pastry-  Mix  1;  Quaker  Oats  1;  Arrowroot  3;  Tea  Cake 
Mixture  1;  Christmas  Pudding  1;  Caraway  Seeds  1;  Trifle  Pack  1;  Dessert 
Powder  4;  Baking  Powder  4;  Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing  1;  Gravy  Powder  5- 
Malt  Vinegar  1;  Pickled  Walnuts  1;  Sweet  Pickles  2;  Sauce  1;  Tomato 
Ketchup  1;  French  Mustard  1;  Mixed  Spice  3;  Mint  in  Vinegar  1;  Canned 
Fish2;  Canned  Vegetables  10;  Canned  Fruit  4;  Canned  Spaghetti  with 
Cheese  1;  Dried  Soup  2;  Fish  Paste  4;  Meat  Paste  2;  Pork  Sausages  1; 
Minced  Chicken  in  Chicken  Stock  1;  Chocolate  Spread  1,  Coffee  and 
Chicory'  4,  Jam  6,  Lemon  Curd  1;  Jelly  Products  5;  Molasses  1,  Saccharin 
Tablets  2;  Glycerine,  Lemon  and  Ipech.  1;  Glycerine,  Lemon  and  Honey  2; 
Chest  and  Lung  Mixture  1;  Iron  Tonic  Tablets  1;  Milk  of  Magnesia  Tablets 
1;  Compound  Tablets  of  Codline  1;  Olive  Oil  3;  Epsom  Salts  1;  Cream  2; 
Dripping  1;  Puff  Pastry  Mixture  1;  Tapioca  1;  Sago  1,  Cake  and  Sponge 
Mixture  3;  Custard  Powder  2;  Cornflour  3;  Pickled  Mussels  1;  Tomato 
Sauce  1;  Dried  Thyme  1;  Dried  Sage  1;  Canned  Meat  14;  Canned  Tomatoes 
1;  Canned  Cream  Rice  1;  Lentils  3;  Minced  Turkey  in  Turkey  Stock  1; 
Tea  3;  Coffee  1;  Dried  Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence  1;  Mincemeat  2;  Table 
Jelly  Compound  1;  Flavouring  Essence  3;  Sugar  Confectionery  2;  Stomach 
Tablets  1;  Indian  Brandee  1;  Ice  Cream  2;  Shredded  Suet  1;  Dessicated 
Coconut  1;  Peanut  Butter  1;  Rice  1;  Golden  Breademmbs  1;  Snonge  Mix- 
ture 2;  Blancmange  Powder  1;  Flour  2;  Pie  Filling  1;  Golden  Raising 
Powder  4:  Marmalade  1;  Vinegar  1;  Salad  Cream  1;  White  Pepper  1; 
Ground  Ginger  1;  Ground  Cinnamon  1;  Ground  Mixed  Spice  1;  Curry 
Powder  3;  Cannc'd  Soup  5;  Canned  Pudding  1;  Canned  Tomato  juice  1; 
Sausages  2;  Minced  Chicken  with  Agar  1;  Soft  Drink  Powder  1;  Soft  Drink 
2;  Cocoa  2;  Honey  1;  Aspic  Jelly  Powder  1;  Sugar  1;  Raspberry  Flavour  1; 
Flavouring  Syrup  1;  Figs  1;  Dried  Mixed  Fmit  1;  Cough  Pastilles  1;  Sulphur 
Tablets  1;  Sulphur  and  Yeast  Tablets  1;  Syrup  of  Figs  1;  Cough  Mixture  1; 
Aspirin  Tablets  2;  Cheese  1;  Cheese  Spread  1;  Pearl  Barley  1;  Cake  and 
Pudding  Mixture  2;  Meat  Extract  1;  Gin  1;  Whisky  3;  Rum  2;  Beer  7; 
Mixed  Peel  7;  Herb  Mixture  1;  Vitamin  Synip  1;  Glycerine  1. 


Total  number  of  samples  312 

Genuine  304 

Adulterated  8 


The  comparison  with  tlie  previous  y'ears  is  as  follows  : — 


Year 

Np.  of  Samples  taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

1946 

162 

153 

9 

1947 

176 

166 

10 

1948 

200 

183 

17 

1949 

249 

249 



1950 

242 

232 

10 

1951 

229 

220 

9 

1952 

259 

250 

9 

1953 

274 

267 

7 

1954 

240 

236 

4 

1955 

300 

299 

1 

1956 

312 

304 

8 

Number  of  samples  taken  per  1,000  of  population  Estimated  1954 

Percentage  pf  Milks  taken  not  conforming  to  standards  in  relation 

to  number  taken  , " 

Percentage  of  Foods  other  than  Milk  not  conforming  to  standards  in 

relation  to  number  taken  ^ ; 

Percentage  of  all  Foods  not  conforming  to  standards  in  relation  to 
number  taken  - 
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ADULTERATED  SAMPLES. 

The  three  samples  of  Jam  examined  and  found  adulterated 
were  part  of  a consignment  of  unsound  food,  formally  seized  and 
condemned  by  a Magistrate.  A considerable  quantity  of  unsound 
tinned  foods,  bottled  foods,  etc.,  were  found  by  the  District  Sanitary 
Inspector  at  a shop.  The  analysis  showed  the  three  samples  to  be 
contaminated  with  a growth  of  mould  (aspergillus)  and  in  a 
deteriorated  condition  showing  sugar  crystallisation. 

The  full  circumstances  were  reported  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  it  was  decided  that  a letter  of  warning  be  sent  to 
the  proprietor  of  the  business  concerned  and  that  he  be  asked  to 
state,  in  writing,  that  he  will,  in  future,  consult  with  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  before  offering  tinned  foods  for  sale. 

Three  informal  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  they  were 
found  on  analysis  to  be  deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of  9 per 
cent,  and  2 per  cent,  respectively. 

So  far  as  the  first  of  these  deficiencies  was  concerned,  two 
formal  samples  were  taken  as  a follow  up  measure.  These  two 
samples  were,  on  analysis,  shown  to  be  deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the 
extent  of  2 per  cent,  and  5 per  cent,  respectively. 

Appeal-to-the-Cow  samples  were  then  taken  at  the  corres- 
ponding milking  the  following  morning.  Two  samples  were  taken 
of  the  milk  as  produced.  That  by  the  Guernsey  cows  showed  the 
milk,  on  analysis,  to  contain  3.50  per  cent  milk  fat  and  9.03  per 
cent,  solids  not  fat.  From  the  remaining  cows  the  report  showed 
the  milk  to  contain  2.52  per  cent,  milk  fat  and  8.52  per  cent,  solids 
not  fat. 

Unsatisfactory  features  of  the  milking  were  drawn  to  the 
attention  of  the  producer  with  the  object  of  improving  the  quality 
of  his  yield. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  results  of  the  enquiries  made  following 
the  first  informal  sample,  it  was  felt  appropriate  not  to  take  formal 
follow-up  measures  in  respect  of  the  other  two  informal  samples, 
but  to  watch  the  situation  with  a view  to  improving  the  quality  of 
the  yield. 


THE  SALE  OF  MILK  REGULATIONS. 

The  regulations  provide  that  unless  milk  contains  a minium 
of  V/r  fat  and  8.5%  milk  solids  other  than  milk  fat,  it  shall  be  pre- 
sumed. until  the  contrary  is  proved,  that  the  milk  is  not  genuine. 
The  average  percentage  composition  of  the  whole  of  the  milk 
samples  in  the  Borough  of  Port  Talbot  in  1956  was  as  follows 

Number  ot  Milk  fat  Non-fatty  solids— 

milk  samples  taken.  Percentage.  Percentage. 

72  3.609t  8.76% 
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The  figures  for  the  ten  previous  years  were  as  follows  : — 


Year 

No.  of  milk  Milk  fat 

samples  examined  percentage 

Non-fatty  solid.s — 
percentge 

1946 

115 

3.47% 

8.71% 

1947 

124 

3.30% 

8.63% 

1948 

123 

3.50% 

8.45% 

1949 

98 

3.56% 

8.67% 

1950 

118 

3.63% 

8.68% 

1951 

126 

3.49% 

8.65% 

1952 

133 

3.55% 

8.65% 

1953 

128 

3.62% 

8.66% 

1954 

104 

3.66% 

8.63% 

1955 

84 

3.53% 

8.66% 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations  1925/1953 

All  samples  of  Milk,  Condensed  Milk,  Sterilised  Cream  and 
Ice  Cream  were  free  from  preservatives. 


The  samples  of  Butter  were  shown  to  be  free  from  Boric  Acid. 

The  samples  of  Quaker  Oats,  Arrowroot,  Tea  Cake  Mixture, 
Christmas  Pudding,  Trifle  Pack,  Dessert  Powder,  Cake  and  Sponge 
Mixture,  Custard  Powder,  Cornflour,  Tapioca,  Sago,  Rice,  Golden 
Bread  Crumbs,  Sponge  Mixture,  Blancmange  Powder,  Flour,  Pie 
Filling  and  Pearl  Barley  were  all  found  to  be  genuine,  free  from 
sulphites. 

The  Cheese  and  Cheese  Spread  were  found  to  be  free  from 
Boric  Acid. 

The  samples  of  Vinegar  were  found  to  be  free  from  mineral 
acid  and  contained  not  more  than  traces  of  arsenic. 


Tomato  Ketchup,  Pickled  Mussels  and  Tomato  Sauce  were 
genuine  free  from  sulphites,  benzoic  and  salicylic  acids. 

The  samples  of  Curry  Powder  were  free  from  extraneous 
siliceous  matter  with  lead  content  of  2 p.pm.,  1 p.p.m.  and  2 p.p.m. 
respectively  (maximum  limit:  20  p.p.m.) 

The  samples  of  Ground  Ginger,  White  Pepper,  Ground 
Cinnamon,  Dried  Thyme,  Dried  Sage  and  Ground  Mixed  Spice 
were  free  from  extraneous  matter. 

All  the  samples  of  Canned  Products  were  genuine,  containing 
not  more  than  traces  of  tin. 

The  samoles  of  Fish  Paste,  Meat  Paste,  Pork  Sausages, 

Mincld  Chicken  in  Chicken  Broth  and  hhes 

Stock  were  found  to  be  free  from  Boric  Acid  and  sulphites. 

The  Molasses  and  Jelly  Products  were  genuine,  free  from 
sulphites. 
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Samples  of  Tea,  Coffee  and  Cocoa  were  found  to  be  free  from 
extraneous  matter,  and  the  Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence  were  found 
to  be  free  from  sulphites,  benzoic  and  salicylic  acids. 

Two  samples  of  Beef  and  Pork  Sausages  were  found  to  be  free 
of  Boric  Acid  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  contents  of  313  parts  per 
million  and  185  parts  per  million  respectively  (maximum  limit 
450  p.p.m.) 

The  Sugar  Confectionery  was  found  to  be  free  from  Sulphites 
and  contained  not  more  than  traces  of  arsenic. 

The  Sugar,  Fruit  Jelly,  Aspic  Jelly  Powder,  Figs  and  Dried 
Mixed  Fruits  were  free  from  sulphites. 

THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949-54.  THE 
MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK)  REGULA- 
TIONS, 1949-54.  THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION) 
(PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS, 

1949-53. 

Port  Talbot  being  now  a specified  area  the  whole  of  the  milk 
retailed  in  the  Borough  is  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  or  Steri- 
lised. Except  where  sold  in  churns  or  containers  with  the  seals  or 
other  fastenings  unbroken  all  milk  retailed  in  the  Borough  is  con- 
tained in  bottles,  sealed  by  a cap  over-lapping  the  lip  of  the  bottle. 

All  dairies  where  milk  or  milk  utensils  were  stored  were 
regularly  inspected  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  licences  granted  during  1956  for  the  sale  of 
designated  milks  were  : — 

Pasteurised  : — 

(a)  Dealers’  Licences  * 27 

(b)  Supplementary  Licences  4 

Sterilised  : — 

(a)  Dealers’  Licences  23 

(b)  Supplementary  Licences  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  ; — 

(a)  Dealers’  Licences  26 

(b)  Supplementary  Licences  3 


The  sampling  and  examination  of  our  milk  supply  undertaken 
during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Nature  of 

Examination 

Number 

submitted 

Number 

satisfactory 

Number  not 
satisfactory 

Adulteration  

72 

67 

5 

Bacterial  Purity  

69 

65 

4 

Presence  of  Tuberculosis 

...  *40 

27 

— 

* Include.s  13  showing 
Pig. 

no  result  owing  to 

piemature 

deatli  of  Guinea 
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FOOD  HYGIENE,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955, 
FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955. 

With  the  rapid  developments  in  the  town  and  at  the  sea-front 
there  is  need  for  special  vigilance  towards  the  maintenance  of  a 
high  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  the  variety  of  food  premises  that 
have  come  into  existence.  These  vary  from  the  ultra-modern 
Canteens  of  the  Steel  Company  of  Wales,  the  small  town  cafe  or 
snack  bar,  to  the  temporary  beach  refreshment  hut  and  mobile 
shop. 


Many  of  the  residents  of  our  new  housing  estates  with  their 
zoned  shopping  centres,  miss  the  small  shop  on  the  street  comer 
where  emergency  purchases  were  hitherto  made.  This  fact  has 
been  realised  by  enterprising  proprietors  of  mobile  shops  which  do 
a substantial  trade  travelling  from  street  to  street  selling  miscel- 
laneous food  products.  These  vans  or  mobile  shops  are  checked 
from  time  to  time  as  to  their  general  hygenic  standard. 

There  is,  throughout  the  Borough,  a progressive  and  marked 
improvement  in  measures  adopted  to  protect  food.  There  is  an 
increasing  number  of  refrigerators  and  refrigerated  display 
counters,  glass  cabinets  and  screens,  etc.,  being  installed.  The 
installation  of  sinks,  wash-basins,  hot  and  cold  water,  supply  of 
soap  and  towels,  is  required  at  all  food  premises,  vehicles  or  mobile 
shops.  One  healthy  sign  of  the  good-will  and  co-operation  of  the 
food  trade  is  the  improvement  manifested  behind  the  scene,  where 
the  public  does  not  see  and  where  an  improvement  in  hygiene 
matters  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  in  the  more  public  places. 

The  facilities  provided  for  the  storage  of  food  in  some  cases  is, 
however,  very  inadequate.  We  sometimes  find  that  even  in  the 
planning  and  construction  of  new  premises,  insufficient  considera- 
tion has  been  given  to  the  necessary  provision  of,  and  conditions 
for,  food  storage. 

With  the  introduction  of  the  self-service  principle  of  sales  in 
some  of  our  larger  food  stores  there  is  also  introduced  increased 
possibilities  of  exposed  food  being  contaminated  by  the  coughing 
and  sneezing  of  careless  customers.  The  position  is  being  closely 
watched  and  efforts  are  being  made  as  far  as  practicable  to  protect 
food  from  the  possibility  of  such  contamination. 

Some  butchers  and  fishmongers  shops,  although  of  modern 
design,  still  allow  of  meat  and  fish  being  so  placed  as  to  involve 
risk  of  contamination.  Approaches  have  been  made  to  the 
Executives  of  a large  modern  fish  shop  to  remove  fish  deposited  m 
trays  before  the  counter  and  directly  in  front  of  their  customers 
where  the  possibilities  of  contamination  are  always  present.  The 
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that  the  tradespeople  were  themselves  called  upon  to  undertake. 
It  was,  of  course,  expected  that  Council  should  set  an  example  in 
this  respect.  It  is  now  pleasing  to  report  that  during  the  year  hot 
and  cold  water  have  been  installed  in  the  eleven  stalls  which  re- 
tailed food  for  human  consumption.  The  work  of  installing  a 
drainage  system,  proved  to  be  a difficult  task,  but  in  a compara- 
tively short  space  of  time  the  work  was  completed.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  installation  of  three  more  communal  wash  basins  already 
agreed  upon,  will  be  undertaken  in  the  near  future.  1 am  informed 
by  your  Market  Inspector  that  he  is  about  to  seek  the  permission 
of  his  Committee  for  the  erection  of  glass  fronts  for  all  butchers’ 
stalls.  Such  protection  is  certainly  necessary  if  meat  is  to  be 
adequately  safe-guarded  from  contamination  as  required  by  the 
Regulations.  This  has  already  been  carried  out  at  the  Bridgend 
Market.  I would  like  to  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  when 
referring  to  your  Market  Inspector,  of  paying  tribute  to  his  kindly 
interest  and  co-operation  with  the  Inspectors  of  my  Department 
dealing  with  the  many  problems  that  arise  from  time  to  time  at  the 
Market,  Public  Abattoir  and  the  several  temporary  beach  refresh- 
ment huts. 

The  food  sold  at  your  Market  is  of  very  good  quality.  There 
is,  however,  a tendency  amongst  fruit  retailers  in  particular,  to 
neglect  the  marking  of  imported  fruits.  Up  to  the  present,  several 
warnings  have  been  administered.  Traders,  however,  will  have 
themselves  to  blame  if  these  warnings  go  unheeded  and  the  law  is 
allowed  to  take  its  course.  Samples  of  food  sold  at  your  Market 
are  taken  for  analysis  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 


Number,  Type  and  Classification  of  Food  Premises. 

The  following  are  the  variety  of  food  premises  for  which  com- 
plete records  are  now  filed  at  the  office : — 

Licensed  premises  

Bakehouses  - ■‘■q 

Wet  Fish,  Fruit  and  Vegetables  » 

Greengrocers  , 

Grocers  

Catering  Establishments  

Butchers  : e- 

Wet  Fish  

Fish  Friers  

Miscellaneous  

We  have  in  addition  36  works  or  industrial  canteens,  18  stalls 
at  the  Beach  and  34  Mobile  Shops  or  Street  Trading  Vans. 

Premises  Registered  for  Sale  or  Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream. 

One  hundred  and  four  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  or 
manufacture  of  ice  cream.  Of  these,  seven  manufacture  ice 
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cream  by  heat  treatment  process  and  six  by  the  cold  mix  process. 
Loose  ice  cream  is  sold  at  eighteen  premises  and  pre-packed  ice 
cream  at  eighty-six  premises.  The  sale  of  ice  cream  was  dis- 
continued at  nineteen  premises  during  the  year. 

Premises  Registered  under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  are  : — Ice  cream 
premises — 104,  Fish  frying  premises — 22,  Sausage  manufacture 
and  prepared  meats — 34. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

A total  of  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  samples  of  water  was 
taken  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  submitted  for  Bacterio- 
logical examination.  This  proved  to  be  a record  number  of 
samples  ever  to  be  taken  of  the  Borough  supplies.  Many  of  these 
samples  were  taken  at  points  agreed  upon  with  your  Medical 
Officer  on  the  course  of  your  several  water  supplies.  Such  a 
sampling  arrangement  arrangement  ensures  that  a satisfactory 
check  is  maintained  on  the  general  purity  of  our  drinking  water. 
Samples  were  also  taken  from  other  water  supplies  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  the  quality  and  bacterial  condition  would  justify 
their  use  during  periods  of  drought. 

Of  the  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  samples  taken,  ninety- 
seven  failed  to  reach  the  bacterial  standard  required.  These  were 
taken  from  the  following  sources: — 

20  from  Local  Authority  supplies. 

17  from  Private  Supplies. 

60  from  possible  emergency  supplies. 

Of  the  twenty  unsatisfactory  samples  from  Local  Authority 
supplies  ten  were  taken  in  the  Cwmavon  area.  We  were  obliged 
to  take  many  samples  in  order  to  check  and  ascertain  the  cause  of 
contamination.  This  was  eventually  discovered  and  remedied. 
Two  other  unsatisfactory  samples  from  local  authority  supplies 
were  of  water  prior  to  chlorination. 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  a local  works  dependant  on  well 
supplies  were,  for  the  first  time  in  many  years,  found  to  be  con- 
sistently unsatisfactory.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  considerable 
pumping  of  subterranean  water  in  this  area  contributed  to  the 
pollution.  The  water  supply  was  immediately  chlorinated  and 
Council  has  agreed  to  furnish  the  works  with  water  which  entails 
considerable  extension  of  local  authority  mains.  Some  of  the 
unsatisfactory  samples  from  private  supplies  were  taken  at  this 
works;  four  were  taken  from  unchlorinated  water  at  Cwmbrombil 
Reservoir;  two  from  the  Docks  supply;  two  from  Penybryn  and 
two  from  Cwrt-y-Defaid. 

During  the  year,  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven  inspections  were 
made  under  this  heading,  thirty-one  Informal  Notices  and  seven 
Statutory  Notices  being  served. 
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iNSPECTiON  OF  CORPORATION  HOUSES. 

The  inspection  of  Council  Houses  is  divided  into  three 
categories. 

1.  Inspections  as  a result  of  notifications  received  from  Housing 
Manager  in  respect  of  termination,  or  exchange  of  tenancy. 

2 Complaints  of  prejudicial  conditions  or  nuisances,  received 
direct  from  occupiers. 

3.  Routine  inspections,  house  to  house  surveys  and  re-visits. 

The  total  inspections  carried  out  were  as  follows  : — 


1.  Exchange  of  tenancies  238 

2.  Complaints  received  144 

3.  Routine  inspection  231 


Total  dv^eWings 

1.  Exchange  of  Tenancies.  Such  inspection  is  concerned 
with  the  maintenance  of  general  cleanliness  and  the  detection  and 
eradication  of  vermin.  Out  of  238  dwellings  inspected,  14  were 
discovered  to  be  verminous.  This  is  a percentage  of  5.84%.  In 
a number  of  cases,  in  order  to  safeguard  the  cleanliness  of  adjoin- 
ing property,  my  Department  had  to  undertake  the  treatment  of 
eradicating  vermin  from  a number  of  properties.  Such  treatments 
involve  ; — 

(a)  Preliminary  Spraying.  This  destroys  all  visible  and  live 
insects,  prior  to  Council  workmen  entering  the  premises 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  fittings,  skirtings  and  archi- 
traves. 

(b)  Intermediate  Treatment.  The  spraying  of  exposed  areas 
and  crevices  revealed  by  removal  of  fittings. 

(c)  Final  Treatment.  After  a period  of  two  weeks  when  it  is 
assumed  that  any  eggs  would  have  hatched  out.  In  such 
cases  thirty-four  treatments  were  performed. 

2.  Complaints  direct  from  Occupiers. 

Structural  and  sanitary  defects  81 

Infestation  and  insect  pests  

Overcrowding,  refuse  and  miscellaneous 

144 


In  the  case  of  structural  and  sanitary  defects  examination  is 
undertaken  and  a list  of  defects  and  remedial  measures  forwarded 
to  the  Housing  Manager  and  Surveyor. 

Where  infestation  and  insect  pests  are  reported,  the  te^nt  is 
Piven  adJice  on  means  of  eradication  and  a free  supply  of  powder 
!ri.qu«ticide.  In  all  other 
caused  by  an  occupier  notice  is  served  upon  that  person. 
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3.  House  to  House  Visits,  Routine  Inspections  and  Re-visits. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  731 

Structural  defects  and  re-visits  *”49 

Drainage  and  sanitary  defects  57 

Detection  of  vermin  and  subquent  re-visits  75 

Overcrowding  L. 

Rodent  infestation  q 

Accumulations  and  refuse  m 

Miscellaneous  and  re-visits  33 

Land  Charges  Act,  1925. 

by  "r^ot'^CIerl'af  entire 

Public  Abattoir. 

=?H"  Es"!=?S*  “;i  - ss 

struction  of  the  present  premises.  Abattoir  or  the  recon- 

has  blei'rSScld!  "oTr  ta^ctoTsWI 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1953-  SLAUCHTFr 

"S'*- slaughter  of 

animals  (PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY,  No.  2) 
REGULATIONS,  1954. 

able,  every  effort  is  mad^  wuirements.  As  far  as  is  practic- 

pracices  in^  connec.ilJn  rh^h'e 

attache7toCAtato?  “ASTn'S”"  and 

sensible  to  pain  7 mechan  ran  * ^^bdered  in- 

Captive  Bolt  Pistol  and  EletroS"  '"Struments-Cash 

versifrSo^'';“„ir„'„t  pTctrsed?  very  contro- 

isS  being  given  at  National  level  to^h  Abattoir.  Consideration 
Dioxide  method  of  anaStheti  i^^  of  "?'™duct,on  of  the  Carbon- 
alternattve  to  the  present  method  It  slaughter  as  an 
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THE  CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956  (APPOINTED  DAY)  ORDER, 

1956. 


This  Order  made  on  the  18th  December  and  laid  before 
Parliament  on  the  21st  December,  became  operative  on  the  31st 
December.  With  the  exception  of  some  of  its  Sections  this  Order 
brought  into  operation  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  A report  upon 
its  provisions  was  presented  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  in 
January  of  this  year. 


The  decisions  of  Council  were  as  follows  : — 

1 Smoke  control  area.  That  the  making  of  smoke  control  areas 
be  postponed  until  the  experience  of  other  local  authorities 
which  had  declared  smoke  control  areas  had  been  examined. 

2 New  furnaces.  That  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  be 
provided  with  all  notifications  of  installations  received  by  the 
Town  Clerk,  for  record,  checking  and  filing  purposes  and  that 
all  plans  received  be  examined  in  relation  to  this  section  and 
reported  upon  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  Further, 
that  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  be  authorised  to  contact 
the  National  Industrial  Efficiency  Service  for  its  advice  and 
guidance,  should  a doubtful  technical  problem  arise. 

3 Approval  of  Height  of  Industrial  Chimneys  or  Stacks.  That 
all  plans  received  in  connection  with  the  above  be  examined  in 
relation  to  Section  10  of  the  Act,  and  reported  on  by  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector. 

4 Fumes  from  Colliery  Spoil  Banks  or  Tips.  That  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  report  to  Committee  cases  where 
action  should  be  taken  in  respect  of  colliery  spoil  banks  or  tips. 

5 Making  of  Byelaws  requiring  all  new  buildings  to  be  provided 
with  smokeless  heating  and  cooking  equipment.  It  was  agreed 
to  take  all  necessary  steps  to  obtain  Ministry  confirmation  of 
these  Byelaws. 

6 Smoke  density  meters  on  chimneys,  stacks,  etc.  That  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  be  authorised  to  check  upon  the 
various  installations  within  the  Borough  where  density  meters 
can  be  installed  and  take  the  necessary  action  to  secure  com- 
pliance with  the  terms  of  Section  4 of  the  Act,  and  Regulations 
made  thereunder. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  ARISING  FROM  STEEL 
COMPANY  OF  WALES  INSTALLATIONS. 

In  November  a deputation  from  the  Public  Health  Committee 
composed  of  Mrs.  S.  H.  Mainwaring,  Chairman;  Councillors  T 
Mainwaring  and  L.  Heycock  met  Mr.  W.  F.  Cartwright  and  Mr' 
U.  J.  Young  Managing  Director  and  Secretary  and  Comptroller 
respectively  of  the  Steel  Company  of  Wales,  to  discuss  and  seek 
remedies  in  respect  of  the  many  sources  of  atmospheric  pollution 
arising  from  the  Steel  Company’s  installations.  The  matters 
specifically  referred  to  were:— the  time  lag  in  closing  coke  oven 
covers,  which  contributed  to  the  increased  escape  of  “green  gas”- 
leaking  oven  doors;  pollution  by  fly  ash  following  pushing  of  hot 
coke  from  ovens;  nuisance  from  wet  quenching  of  coke;  damaged 
oven  wa  Is  contributing  to  the  emission  of  black  smoke  through 
stacks;  blast  furnaces;  sintering  plant;  open  hearth  furnaces;  slabb- 
ing mills  and  sulphur  pollution  of  the  Port  Talbot  atmosphere. 

These  matters  were  discussed  in  an  atmosphere  of  goodwill 
wi  h assurances  from  both  Mr.  Cartwright  and  Mr.  Young  that  the 
po  icy  of  the  Steel  Company  of  Wales  was  to  reduce  pollution  to  a 

pvp?'^  V problems  and  difficulties,  how- 
ever, which  to  the  present  had  defied  solution.  A suggestioin  by 
Council  representatives  that  a Joint  Committee  be  formed  of 
Council  and  representatives  of  the  Steel  Company  of 
L atmospheric  pollution  from 

Comp^ny"’^  considered,  but  eventually  rejected  by  the  Steel 

Pors?  Z.  """ 

■mW  "^thod  of  slag  removal  differed  from  that  at  Nos  1 9 
Furnaces  The  slag  is  discharged  directly  from  No’  4 
Blast  Furnace  into  what  are  called  “slag  pools”  wher/larTi.t^'J 

this  method  .™6rl  that  there  is  a saving  of  cost  as  a result  of 
SlhrSitanPs'o,  discomfor'u?! 

discuMS',"LTMr"  cSwrilhf 

and  if  possible  find  a remedy.  ^ examine  the  position 
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Phoenix  Briquetting  Works,  Port  Talbot  Docks.  Complaints 
were  again  received  during  the  year  of  the  dust  pollution  arising 
from  this  works.  Following  a meeting  with  the  Divisional 
Carbonisation  General  Manager  and  the  Briquetting  Group 
Manager,  assurances  were  given  that  experiments  would  be  con- 
ducted to  raise  the  moisture  content  of  the  fine  coal  before 
briquetting  from  one  per  cent,  to  three  or  four  per  cent.,  as  it  was 
felt  that  the  dryness  of  the  fine  coal  contributed  substantially  to 
the  nuisance.  Approaches  were  also  to  be  made  to  the  Manu- 
facturers of  the  Cyclonic  Installations  to  improve  upon  its 
efficiency. 


Oxy-Calalyst  Process  of  Fume  Treatment.  For  some  years 
we  have  had  relative  freedom  from  the  noxious  fume  nuisance 
arising  from  the  works  of  Messrs.  Johnson  Bros.  (Steel  Erectors) 
Ltd.,  at  Aberavon.  The  nuisance  was  finally  abated  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a process  of  treating  the  exhaust  gases  and  fumes  which 
caused  the  nuisance. 


1 have  already  reported  fully  upon  this  process  which  was  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  Great  Britain. 

During  the  year  a deputation  from  the  City  of  Oxford  com- 
posed of  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  a representative  of  Messrs.  The 
Karrier  Ventilating  Co.,  Ltd.,  visited  the  works  of  Messrs  Johnson 
Bros,  and  discussed  the  working  of  this  catalytic  process  in  order 
that  it  could  be  introduced  into  a large  undertaking  to  be  estab- 
lished in  the  Oxford  area. 

The  deputation  were  received  by  Alderman  G.  Griffiths,  as 
Deputy  Mayor,  and  the  Town  Clerk.  Hospitality  was  generously 
extended  by  Messrs.  Johnson  Bros  (Steel  Erectors)  Ltd. 
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DEPOSITED  POLLUTION  OF  DUST,  SOOT,  Etc. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  SULPHUR  POLLUTION  FIGURES  SET  OUT  IN  ACCOMPANYING  TABLES. 


38.37  36.67  .50..52  .3.5.11  32.82  30.37  29.69  : 1259.5  1591.8  1445.1 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  following  is  a report  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 

year. 


Our  sewers,  refuse  dumps  and  several  of  our  dwelling  houses 
and  business  premises  were  treated  for  rat  infestation  during  the 
year.  Subject  to  our  administrative  arrangement  being  in  con- 
formity with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
requirements,  a grant  of  50%  of  our  total  irrecoverable  expenditure 
is  made  by  the  Ministry  towards  our  rodent  destruction  work. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY. 
Non-Agricult  UR,VL 


Local 

uthority 

(1) 

Dwelling- 

houses 

(inc. 

Council 

houses) 

(2) 

All 

Other 

(inc. 

Business 

Premises) 

(3) 

Total 

of 

Cols.  1, 
2 & 3 
(4) 

Agricul- 

tural 

(5) 

21 

13568 

2126 

15715 

85 

8 

249 

46 

303 

9 

— 

226 

— 

226 

60 

10 

334 

39 

383 

16 

64 

3184 

347 

3795 

275 

7 

10 

14 

31 

5 



367 

11 

378 

5 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

7 

7 

384 

25 

416 

10 

9 

475 

46 

330 

10 



4 

1 

5 

— 

— 

4 

2 

6 

— 

0 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  district  

No.  of  properties  inspected  as 
a result  of  ; — 

(a)  Notification  

(h)  Survey  under  the  Act  ... 
(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for  some 
other  puriTose)  

Total  inspections  carried  out 
including  re-inspections 

Number  of  proiierties  inspected 
(in  Sect.  11)  which  were 
found  to  be  infested  by  : — 

(a)  Rats  ; Major  

Minor  

(b)  Mice  : Major  

Minor  

Number  of  Infested  properties 
(in  Sect.  IV)  treated  by  the 

L.A.  

Total  treatments  carried  out 
including  re-treatments  

Number  of  Notices  served 
under  Sect.  IV  of  the  Act  ; 

(a)  Treatment  

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e.. 

Proofing)  

Number  of  cases  in  which  de- 
fault action  was  taken  follow- 
the  issue  of  a notice  under 
Sect.  4 of  the  Act  

Legal  Proceedings 
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Nature  and  Number  of  Baits  Laid. 

Pre-poisoning  baits  15,889 

Poison  Baits: — Zinc  Phosphide  3,325 

Tormarin  179 

Warfarin  41 

Arsenious  Oxide  511 


Maintenance  Treatment  of  Rats  in  Sewers. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture, Fisheries  and  Food  a percentage  of  our  sewer  manholes 
are  treated  twice  annually.  Brief  particulars  of  both  treatments 
during  1956  are  as  follows  : — 


TEST  BAITING. 

June/July,  1956 

Dec.,  1956 

No.  of  manholes  tested  

120 

230 

No.  showing  bait  taken 

64 

72 

TREATMENT. 

No.  of  manholes  baited 

991 

364 

No.  of  manholes  showing 

pre- 

bait  take  

91 

162 

No.  of  manholes  showing 

com- 

plete  pre-bait  take 

45 

87 

BAIT  USED. 

Sausage  Rusk  & 

Bread  Mash  & 

Zince  Phosphide. 

Arsenious  Oxide. 

We  treat  private  dwellings  free  of  charge  to  the  occupier, 
unless,  of  course,  there  is  gross  negligence  contributing  to  the  rat 
infestation.  Work  is  undertaken  on  business  and  industrial  pre- 
mises subject  to  the  re-imbursement  of  the  cost  of  such  work  to  the 
local  authority.  The  Council  costs  include  the  time  of  the 

Rodent  Operative,  plus  the  cost  of  material,  plus  30%  establish- 
ment charge. 


On  several  occasions  during  the  year  we  experienced  Rodent 
n estation  affecting  local  authority  and  private  premises  where  the 
mfestation  extended  to  land  and  premises  owned  by  the  British 
ransport  Commission.  On  these  occasions  joint  treatment 
arrangements  were  carried  out  and  we  are  appreciative  of  the  co- 
operation we  experience  from  Messrs.  The  British  Transport 
Commission  and  its  Rodent  Officer. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


Over  the  years,  the  number  of  common  lodging  houses  has 
gradually  reduced  from  seven  to  two.  These  two  lodging  houses 
are  situated — one  at  Green  Park  and  the  other  at  Cwmavon  Road. 
These  premises  are  very  well  maintained.  Whilst  common  lodging 
houses  cannot,  perhaps,  be  judged  by  the  standards  of  the  average 
dwelling-house,  the  inmates  invariably  claim  that  they  are  very 
comfortable  and  enjoy  far  more  independence,  freedom  and  social 
atmosphere  than  they  would  in  any  other  kind  of  accommodation. 
I have  known  some  of  the  people  who  reside  in  these  premises  to 
have  lived  there  for  over  20  years.  The  accommodation  at  both 
lodging  houses  has,  for  many  years,  not  been  fully  utilised. 


Checks  from  time  to  time  during  the  year  give  the  bedding 
accommodation  and  average  number  of  lodgers  as  follows  . 


Premises 

40/42,  Cwmavon  Road 
55/57,  Green  Park 


No.  of  beds  No.  of  Lodgers  Amount  of  spare 
allowed  accommodated  accommodation 

55  8 47 

52  23  29 


107  31  76 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  only  offensive  trades  locally  are  those  and 

Extracting  and  Rag  and  Bone 
establishment  is  situated  at  the  of  the  Public 
premises  used  by  Rag  and  Bone  Collectors 

&dinss  near  junction  of  the  mam  railway  line  with  that  of  the  old 
Rtondda  and  Swansea  Bay  Railway,  and  the  other  at  the  lower 

end  of  Green  Park. 

There  were  no  complaints  or  irregularities  at  the  Rag  and 
Bone  Collecting  premises  during  the  year. 

ever  received  regarding  odours  from  the  Fat  Melting  premis^ 

This  establishment  was  the  subject  of  a ^H^lth 

rpreived  a soecial  visit  from  the  members  of  the  Public  ^eaiin 
Committee  ^ It  was  felt  that  the  Proprietor  of  the  premises  de- 
plored  being  the  cause  of  any  public  discomforture,  and  was  doing 
everything  practicable  to  prevent  a nuisance. 


CINEMAS. 

With  the  construction  some  years  ago  of  7”tha/ tlir t^ 

—the  Majestic  and  the  Plaza— it  was  appreciated  , 

old«t  Smas  in  ‘he  town-thejict^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ev°ef  during  thTyear,  to  find  that  the  Regent  Cinema,  one  of  our 
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most  modern  and  up-to-date  cinemas  was  to  close.  We  are  now 
left  with  five  cinemas  within  the  Borough — the  Odeon  and  the 
Plaza  at  Port  Talbot,  the  Grand  at  Aberavon,  Ebley’s  Olympic  at 
Cwmavon  and  the  Picturedrome,  Taibach. 

Forty-eight  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  these  cinemas 
throughout  the  year,  and  it  is  again  pleasing  to  report  that  they  are 
kept  and  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES 

Certificates  of  disrepair  were  granted  during  the  year  for  the 
following  : — 

6,  Gethin  Street,  Aberavon,  Port  Talbot. 

39,  Lletty  Harry,  Port  Talbot. 

43,  Arthur  Street,  Aberavon.  Port  Talbot 


FACTORIES. 

The  activities  of  your  Sanitary  Department  in  relation  to  those 
duties  imposed  upon  this  Council  by  the  Factory  Acts  of  1937  and 
1948  were  as  follows; — 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories. 

Premises 

on  Register  Inspection 

U)  (2) 

243  409 


Number  of  written 
Notices 
(•3) 

5 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 


2.  Particulars  Found  in  Factories. 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

(5.3)  

Inadequate  ventilation 

(5.4)  

Ineffective  drainage 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)  ; — 

(a)  Insufficient 

fb)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective   

fc)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out- 
work) 


Found 


Remedied 


„ , Cases  in 

•r  rj  xf  , which  prose- 

loH.M.  By  H.M.  cutions  were 

Inspector  Inspector  instituted 


Work  carried  out  during  the  year  was  ; 

Cleansing  carried  out  ’ 54 

W.C.  accommodation  improved  4 

W.C’s.  repaired  n 

Ventilation  improved 
Accumulations  removed 
Structural  repairs 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE  ACTIVITIES. 


Our  approved  Five  Year  Slum  Clearance  Programme  was 
fully  reported  upon  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1955. 

During  1956  thirty-eight  Demolition  Orders  and  five  Closing 
Orders  were  made,  and  one  Undertaking  to  Close  accepted  in 
respect  of  Individual  Unfit  houses  included  in  the  Firt  Y ear  of  our 
Five  Year  Programme. 


At  the  September  meeting  of  Council,  resolutions  were  passed 
declaring  the  following  areas  as  Clearance  Areas  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

Aieas.  No.  of  Houses 

Charles  Street,  Mountain  Row  and  Craddock  Street, 

Aberavon  

Picton  Street  and  Went  Place,  Aberavon  34 

Richard  Street,  Aberavon  21 

Wern  Square,  Aberavon  

Total  130 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  investigation  of  the  general  conditions  associated  wth 
cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  is  undertaken  by  your  Public 
Health  Inspectors.  The  isolation  of  patients,  contacts  and 
possible  source  of  infection  is  checked. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  Jor  Ih® 
purpose  was  119.  A total  of  94  houses  and  128  lots  of  bedding, 

clothing,  etc.,  was  disinfected. 

The  cases  investigated  during  the  year  were  as  follow^— 

Diphtheria  ^ 

Poliomyelitis 

Paratyphoid  ^ 

Meningitis 

Scarlet  Fever  ^ 

Dysentery  ; ^ 

Erysipelas  ^ 

Food  Poisoning  
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

We  were  reluctantly  obliged  to  institute  the  following  prosecu- 
tions during  the  year  : — 


Offence. 

Result. 

Structural  defects  at  24, 
Tanygroes  Street,  Port  Talbot. 

The  repairs  being  almost  completed  by 
the  time  tJie  case  was  heard,  the  Magis- 
trates adjourned  the  proceedings  for  one 
month.  At  the  re-hearing,  the  works 

having  been  completed,  the  Council  were 
awarded  costs. 

Structural  and  sanitaiy  de- 
fects at  25,  Afan  Terrace, 
Cwmavon. 

The  reirairs  being  almost  completed  by 
the  time  the  case  was  heard,  the  Magis- 
trates adjourned  the  proceedings  for  one 
month.  .At  the  re-hearing  the  case  was 
adjourned  for  one  month.  At  the  third 

hearing,  the  case  was  adjourned  for  one 
month.  At  the  adjourned  hearing,  an 

Order  for  one  month  was  obtained. 

Structural  and  sanitary  de- 
fects at  55,  Commercial 
Road,  Taihach. 

An  Order  was  made  for  the  work  to  be 
done  in  three  months  with  co.sts  of  9/6 
allowed  bj  the  Corporation.  Subsequent- 
ly, the  owner  took  u]")  the  tenancy  in  the 
house  himself  and  proceeded  to  carry 
out  the  works. 

Sb’uctural  and  sanitary  de- 
fects at  17,  Oakwood  Street, 
Port  Talbot. 

The  works  were  completed  by  the  Hme 
of  the  hearing  and  the  Magistrates 
aw'arded  costs  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  S.  Bradbury,  185  City 
Road,  Cardiff. 

Contravention  of  Sec.  154, 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. — 
E.xchanse  of  toys  for  rags 
with  children  under  the  age 
of  14  years. 

Fined  £5  Os.  Od'. 

Structural  defects  at  16  Swan 
Sb-eet,  Bag] an.  Port  Talbot, 
disobedience  of  Order  of 
Court. 

The  Magistrates  adjourned  the  case  for 
two  months  for  the  work  to  be  completed 
and  imposed  a daily  penalty  of  l/-d. 

Structural  defects  at  18, 
CoiTiwall  Street,  Aberavon, 
Port  Talbot. 

The  Magistrates  made  an  Order  for  three 
months  and  awarded  costs  to  the  Council. 

Structural  defects  at  85, 
Sandfields  Road,  Aberavon, 
Port  Talbot. 

The  Magistrates  made  an  Order  for  three 
months  and  awarded  co.sts  to  the  Council. 

Strucbiral  defects  at  28, 
Lilian  Street,  Aberavon  Port 
Talbot. 

The  Magistrates  made  an  Order  for  three 
months  and  costs  of  9/6d.  were  awarded 
to  the  Corporation. 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS— Co;i«nue(i. 


Offence 

Structural  defects  at  17, 
Afan  Street,  Velindre,  Port 
Talbot. 

Result. 

On  an  undertaking  being  received,  the 
Justices  adjourned  the  case  for  three 
months  and  during  that  time  the  works 
were  abated. 

Mr.  R.  Sheedy  57,  Maesglas 
Avenue,  Newport,  Mon. 
Contravention  of  Sec.  154, 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. — 
Exchange  of  toys  for  rags 
with  children  under  the  age 
of  14  years. 

Fined  .£5  Os.  Od. 

Sanitary  and  structural  de- 
fects at  8,  Gerald  Street, 
.\beravon.  Port  Talbot. 

The  nuisance  having  been  abated  prior 
to  the  hearing  the  Magistrates  awarded 
costs  of  9/6d.  to  the  Corporation. 

Sanitary  and  structural  de- 
fects at  20,  Ysguthan  Road, 
Aberavon,  Port  Talbot. 

At  the  first  hearing  the  Magistrates 
decided  to  adjourn  the  case  for  one  month 
to  allow  the  work  to  be  done.  At  the  re- 
hearing, it  was  reported  that  the  work 
had  been  carried  out.  Co.sts  were 

awarded  to  the  Coriioration. 

Structural  defects  at  3,  Glen- 
avon  Street,  Aberavon,  Port 
Talbot. 

Order  for  two  months  and  costs  awarded 
to  the  Cori^oration. 

Mr.  G.  Mitchell,  6,  Faraday 
Clo.se,  Newport,  Mon. 
Contravention  of  Sec.  154, 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. — 
Exchange  of  toys  for  rags 
with  children  under  the  age 
of  14  years. 

Fined  £5  Os.  Od. 
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